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HERE is probably as much waste of time, energy, 
and money in the prosecution of the Christian 


College. The chief objects were to unify the working 
forces, and to simplify the machinery as much as 





has been done in a most efficient and thorough man- 
ner. Here the agent and officers of the Connecticut 


work of America as can be credited to any possible. It was the purpose of the organizers to Bible Society were engaged for several weeks making 
organization which has a business side, and which avoid the old familiar disaster, ‘‘not enough consti- a thorough house-to-house canvass of the district, and 
f relies upon the public for its maintenance. tution, and too much by-laws.’’ The organization rendering a printed report of its work to each church. 
ts has from the first been simple and compact, consist- The cost of this work was defrayed by the several 
Why Church Federation is Needed ing of four officers and a small executive committee, churches of the district. This canvass revealed the 
This seems like a serious indictment to bring jn addition to a few subordinate committees to carry existence of about two hundred families unvisited by 
against the church, It is true, however, and its out the details of the work. any minister and unattached to any church. Their 
truth is most evident to all who consider carefully the For the purpose of facilitating one of the chief preferences, if any, were asked, and their names sent 
$ conditions under which churches and other religious objects of the Federation, the city has been carefully to the respective churches of the district. Many of 
institutions conduct their work. It is true because divided into four districts, or divisions, embracing in these have since been visited, and the influence of 
& of the numerous and unnecessary divisions of Chris- 











tian people ; because of the isoiation of many churches, 
emphasizing the unit and not the corporate idea ; 
because forces and energies are not concentrated ; 
because, for the common ends of civic righteousness, 
men have not worked in harmony and, concert. 
There is little doubt that for every five dollars ex- 
pended for the prosecution of moral and religious 
work along individual lines, the same results might 
be obtained by the expenditure of one dollar with 
more federated and concerted action. Time and 
money are precious commodities, and they should be 
put to their best uses, and the greatest possible profit 
derived from their expenditure. Hundreds of poor 
and uncared-for young men and women fail to enjoy 
the benefits of some beautiful parish institution be- 
cause they do not happen to be among the elect of 
that church. Hundreds of families in our large cities 
are unchurched and unvisited, sheep without shep- 
herds, because no one of the score of ministers and 
visitors who pass up and down by their doors ‘has 
them on the list,'’ or knows of their existence, or has 
taken any personal interest in the moral and spiritual 
welfare of the household. 

Petty violations and grave miscarriages of the law 
are permitted because it is no one’s business to see 
to it,—or, rather, it is no one’s duty to look after 
those whose business it is to attend to it. Public nui- 
sances are suffered because no one cares enough to 
take the trouble to object. What is every citizen's 
business is no one’s business ; and what many men 
fire at at random, and assail with glittering general- 
ities, no one hits. 

All of these conditions have been as eminently true 
in Hartford, Connecticut, as in any other city,—no 
better, no worse. But they have been true enough to 
awaken a lively interest in the work of the Church 
Federation, and to result in the formation of a branch 
in this city. Men who have a warm interest in the 
moral and religious welfare of the community have 
been led to see that far more can be accomplished, 
and with less expenditure of time, energy, and money, 
if only there be some common source of information, 
some common bond of union, some common center, 
upon which may be focused, and from which may be 
radiated, the several agencies at work for the city's 
welfare. 


Simplicity of the Organization 

So the organization of the Church Federation was 
effected, after mature deliberation, in the autumn of 
1900, very largely through the efforts and enthusiasm 
of one who 1s now no longer a citizen of Hartford, 
the Rev. Dr. Alfred T. Perry, president of Marietta 





all about thirty churches and religious organizations. 
All the leading churches of Hartford, with one excep- 
tion, have joined the Federation, and it is worthy of 
note that not a single Episcopal Church has with- 
held its membership and influence. The first three 
lay officers are respectively leaders in Trinity Epis- 
copal, Center Congregational, and Asylum Hill Bap- 
tist churches,— men who occupy most important 
business positions in the city. In each district there 
is a local committee of five,—three laymen and two 
clergymen. Each district committee holds its own 
meetings, calls together its own churches, considers 
its own needs, adopts its own policy, but always acts 
in concert with the main body through the executive 
committee. 


Laymen a Power in the Federation 


The most striking feature of the Federation work in 
Hartford, thus far, has been the presence, sympathy, 
and active co-operation, of the laymen of the city. 
No less than twelve or fifteen men eminently con- 
spicuous in the mercantile, insurance, and financial 
interests of the city, have, from the first, been the most 
active participants in the work. The Federation has 
enlisted the best intelligence and the ripest judgment 
of the city. It has not been made a second-rate issue. 
It has in no sense of the word resolved itself into a 
federation of the ministers, or of a few men interested 
in the moral welfare of the community. It is a fede- 
ration of churches with abundant, intelligent, sand 
active lay co-operation. No move was made until 
the proposed constitution was first submitted to every 
congregation through its proper parochial agency, 
and every member who belongs to the organization 
was duly elected by, and authorized to act for, the 
church which he represents. In this way it was hoped 
to hear the voice, know the sentiment, and feel the 
united influence, of all the Christian people of the 
community in matters of vital importance, and to a 
large degree this hope has been realized. It should 
be said here that no members of the Roman Catholic 
Church are affiliated with the Federation, though a 
cordial invitation to join was extended to that body. 


An In-Gathering Canvass and Its Good Results 

The Federation began its work with no extended or 
elaborate plan of campaign. A few matters only were 
proposed during the first year, but most of those have 
been accomplished. 

Mention has been made of the districting of the 
city. The purpose of this was, of course, to facili- 
tate the work of each church in the district, and to 
learn its exact religious condition. In one district— 
the central, embracing ten congregations—this work 


the church has been brought to bear upon them. 

It is hoped and expected that this canvass will ex- 
tend over the entire city, and the names and addresses 
tabulated in some central place, such as the Young 
Men's Christian Association building, where the 
meetings of the Federation are held, and where the 
facts obtained may be accessible to all interested. 


How Public Morals are Defended 

Two works of reformation and cleansing have en- 
gaged the attention of the Federation through that 
branch of its working force known as the Committee 
on Public Morals. For some time people of refine- 
ment and decency have been offended and disgusted 
by the frequency and growing vulgarity of bill-boards 
whose pictures violated every canon of decency and 
morality, to say nothing of art and beauty. One such 
revolting exhibition was so placed for months as to 
attract the attention of fifteen hundred school chil- 
dren each day. Its effect was manifestly injurious to 
the minds of the young. ‘his and other exhibitions 
which outraged the sense of decency very early came 
to the attention of the Committee on Public Morals. 
The matter was brought before the Amusement Com- 
mittee of the Common Council through its chairman, 
Interviews were held with him and other city officials. 
It was shown that existing conditions were wrong, and 
that public sentiment demanded a change. All this 
required time, but at length the change came, and 
the character of these public exhibitions throughout 
the city has been decidedly modified and improved. 

In the accomplishment of this there was little or no 
noise, and few public announcements, The news- 
papers have never been made the media of the details 
of the Federation work. Reporters have sought wis- 
dom from the committees, and, while they have ob 
tained and published general facts, there have been 
no startling head-lines of a crusade against vice, b: 
the battle has been going quietly and steadily on neve: 
theless. 

Another object accomplished, if not by the Federa 
tion as a definite organization, at least by a body of 
men who are members of it, and by a sentiment 
which it has fostered and sustained, is worthy of note. 
In direct violation of the Jaw, and against an unex- 
pressed sentiment of the people, the theaters and 
public gardens had for seme time given exhibitions 
on Sunday afternoons and evenings. They were 
called sacred cuncerts,—why, is difficult of conjec- 
ture. Their sacredness reminds one of Bishop Pon- 
toppidan’s chapter on ‘‘Owls in Norway ,’’ namely, 
‘‘There are no owls in Norway.’’ These concerts 


degenerated little by [ttle, until they reached the 
level of variety shows, with noching to differcntiate 
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them from the vaudeville save the rendition of the 
‘* Holy City’’ and other compositions called sacred. 
It was due entirely to the efforts of men who felt the 
inspiration of the Federation, and to a sentiment 
which it kindled, that these violations of the Lord's 
Day were stopped, and at least a semblance of the 
former sacred character of the day was restored. Here, 
again, publicity through the newspapers has been 
avoided. The Federation may have been thought of 
by many as in a moribund condition, but all the time 
it was prosecuting its work quietly and effectively. 


Securing Co-operation from City Officials 

It has been the constant policy of the executive 
committee of the Federation to pursue its work, and 
gradually bring about reforms and correct abuses, not 
under the sting of any lash nor any threats of publicity. 
The old adage, ‘‘ More flies are caught with molasses 
than with vinegar,’’ has been tacitly applied. City of- 
ficials and men within whose power the correction of 
abuses lies have been approached as citizens, by citi- 
zens. The evil of situations has been explained and 
the desire for improvement expressed, —improvement 
only, not a sudden and absolute remedying of abuses. 
In this way the confidence of officials has been gained, 
and a better understanding established. 

And this leads to the conclusion that perhaps the 
best result that has thus far been attained by the 
Church Federation in this city is the establishment of 
a better relation and feeling between the officials and 
the religious workers. There should be no distinction 
between the two classes of men. Unfortunately, there 
is a distinction, and it is made more pronounced as 
the sympathy and contact are less frequent. There 
is no disguising the fact that the majority of men who 
serve municipalities in salaried positions are not in 
such business for health or pleasure. They are there 
to make a living, and as large a living as possible. I 
am not speaking of the more distinctive material affairs 
of the city, such as gas, water, streets, etc., but of the 
matters which bear directly upon the morals of the 
community, —the proper housing of the poor, the sup- 
pression of vice, the restriction of the number of 
saloons, the observance of Sunday, etc. In _ these 
and kindred matters there is little likelihood that 
official action will be better than public sentiment, — 
and that sentiment is represented by the Church 
Federation. 

If that sentiment is indifferent and sluggish, it is 
not surprising that official action attains no very high 
level. There is no doubt that the officials of a city 
often take it for granted that no one cares what course 
is pursued in certain public matters. They know 
that all official acts, good or bad, are most likely to 
be received, on the part of the majority, with equal 
indifference and lack of approval. 

It is simple enough to say that all municipal offi- 
cers should have such a high sense of responsibility, 
and be so imbued with civic honor, as not to require 
their actions to be audited by a committee of public 
morals. We must not, however, expect too much of 
the average Mr. Councilman, Mr. Alderman, and 
His Honor. To bear such titles is, for some, a heavy 
load, and to add the weight of a civic conscience in 
all matters is more than frail flesh can endure. The 
conscientious, faithful, intelligent public servant 
wants at all times the sympathy and counsel of good 
men, and it helps him to receive approval for his 
acts of courage and honesty in public service, even 
though they lie in the clear path of his duty. Such 
men regard the Federation with great favor, and 
never view its actions as an intrusion into their field. 
The ignorant, incapable blockhead, the wardman who 
is the tool of unscrupulous politicians, should be 
made to realize that the public eye is upon him, and 
that his acts subversive of all decency and order will 
not be tolerated. ; 

It is an important part of the Federation's work to 
consider matters which concern the public morals, 
and which lie very near to the welfare of the city’s 
religious life. Men of the Federation must help to 
stimulate the civic conscience, arouse a sense of 
sacred responsibility, and give concrete expression to 
a desire which all right-minded men feel. I have 
dwelt upon this phase of the subject at length, with 
the strong conviction that no greater profit has been 
derived from the year's work of the Federation in 
Hartford than the gradual establishment of a better 
understanding and a closer relation between the reli- 
gious workers of the city and the municipal authorities. 

Other lines of work than those which are here 
briefly outlined and described are to be entered upon 
in the future as needs and opportunities present 
themselves. But the motto of the Federation will be 
«« Make haste slowly.’’ It is safe to say that what the 
Hartford Federation has thus far accomplished has 
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been well done, and that strong foundations for the 
building have been laid. 


Where to Get More Information 

Readers who are interested can learn everything 
that one desires to know about the Church Federa- 
tion from the Rev. Dr. E. B. Sanford, General Secre- 
tary, 83 Bible House, New York. He is ‘boiling 
over’’ with facts. He will go to any place, far or 
near (by the payment of railroad expenses), get to- 
gether clergy and laity, state the facts, and help 
organize a branch. 

There are local branches thus far organized in New 
York City, Pittsburg, Syracuse, Cleveland, Jersey 
City, Hartford, and New Haven, and there are 
kindred organizations in Boston ; Philadelphia ; Cam- 
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bridge, Massachusetts ; Erie, Pennsylvania ; Easton, 
Pennsylvania ; and Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts. 

The national officers are : J. Cleveland Cady, New 
York, president ; twenty-two vice-presidents, includ- 
ing the Rev. Drs. Bradford, Hodges, Stebbins, 
Taylor, Bishops Vincent (Methodist) and Talbot 
(Episcopal), also Governor Odell of New York ; the 
recording secretary is the Rev. Dr. William A. Rice, 
Newark ; general secretary, the Rev. Dr. E. B. San- 
ford, 83 Bible House, New York; treasurer, Mr. 
H. R. Kimball, 15 Wall Street, New York.. There 
is also an executive board of twenty clergymen and 
laymen, including some of the most prominent work- 
ers in America. 

HARTFORD, CONN. 
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A ‘“ Student Volunteer” in Napoleon’s Time 


Samuel Nott, Jr. 


By H. Clay Trumbull 


REMINDER of the fact that 
American foreign missions is, 
comparatively, a thing of but 
recent date, and that foreign mis- 
sions was from the beginning a 
Student Volunteer movement, is 
pressed upon me anew when | 
am able to say that of the five 
first volunteered and were or- 





who 
dained, for that great work, | met, and well remem- 


young men 
ber, two. Those five were from four colleges, — 
Brown, Union, Williams, and Harvard. The two 
whom | knew were Adoniram Judson, Jr., and Samuel 
Nott, Jr. Moreover, I knew well the venerable Rev. 
Dr. Noah Porter, of Farmington, Connecticut, who 
was sixty years pastor of the church into which he was 
born, and in whose parsonage home was held the first 
meeting of the ‘‘American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions,’’ which was formed primarily 
to sustain those young men and others who might fol- 
low them. A single room in a country house was 
large enough for the annual meeting of the fricnds of 
foreign missions then, At the first meeting five per- 
sons were present; at the second annual meeting 
there were seven; now no church or hall in the 
country can hold all who seek to attend. How that 
little vine has grown and prospered will be appreciated 
by those who attend or read of the great International 
Student Volunteer Missionary Convention to be held 
in Toronto the last of this month. 


‘* Thou preparedst room before it, 
And it took deep root, and filled the land. 
The mountains were covered with the shadow of it, 
And the boughs thereof were like cedars of God.”’ 


Samuel Nott, Jr., was born near my birthplace in 
Connecticut. His father was Samuel Nott, for many 
years pastor of the Congregational Church in Frank- 
lin, Connecticut. I heard him preach, in the pulpit 
of my Stonington home church, when he was about 
ninety years old, yet still vigorous and hearty, while 
venerable. A son of the missionary, born in India, 
Samuel Nott, 3d, with whom I was associated in rail- 
road engineering and management, gave me many 
facts in the life of the early missionaries to the 
East. 

Samuel Nott, Jr., was a student in Union College, 
where his uncle, Eliphalet Nott, was president for 
more than sixty years. President Nott, also, I saw 
and heard in the pulpit when he was about ninety. 
Nott was from Union College; Judson was from 
Providence College, now Brown University ; Gordon 
Hall and Luther Rice (together with Samuel J. Mills, 
pioneer of them all as a volunteer, but younger, and 
who was ordained in 1815) were from Williams Col- 
lege ; Samuel Newell was from Harvard University. 
No single agency reached them all alike, but the 
same God was over all and in it all. Nott said, 
years afterwards, as to the motive that impelled him 
at the outset, that he felt that God told him to go and 
preach the gospel to those who were afar, therefore 
he must go. What the result was to be he could not 
say, but as to his evident duty he was clear. There- 
fore he determined to go. 

These first student volunteer missionaries to the 
foreign field were ordained at Salem, Massachusetts, 
in February, 1812. Judson and Nott, with their wives, 


sailed for the field in the East in different vessels, 
and for different ports, but actuated by the same spirit, 
The one sailed from Salem 


and in a common work. 





for Calcutta, and the other from Philadelphia for Bom- 
bay. The field which they sought to enter was little 
known in America ; the work which they were to en- 
gage in was little understood ; and the ends of the 
earth were at that time very far apart, with modes of 
communication few and infrequent. 

Now, while what is going on in China, or India, or 
South Africa, can be known in Boston, or Philadel- 
phia, or New Orleans, in a few brief hours, it is well 
to look back and see how it was in those days. When 
Samuel Nott, Jr., was compelled by his failing health 
to return from his mission field to America, the vessel 
on which he was touched at St. Helena. His son 
tells of that incident. The latest news that had 
reached them in Bombay from Europe was of Napo- 
leon’s escape from Elba, his arrival in Paris, and his 
new army gathering to his standard. After that all 
was a blank in their minds as to the busy world. 

As they were nearing St. Helena, a ship was seen 
in the distance. Wrote the returning missionary : 
‘¢ The reader may imagine with what interest we saw, 
on the verge of the horizon, a ship approaching now, 
not merely to break the solitude, in which for weeks we 
had traversed the ocean, but to inform us of the fate of 
men at one of the most remarkable crises of human 
history.’’ Sixty years after this, the good missionary 
wife and mother, when over ninety years of age, 
wrote of that glad hour, ‘‘Glorious news! Great 
news for old England! A great battle at Waterloo ! 
Napoleon a prisoner on the Northumberland on his 
way to St. Helena, in the keeping of Sir George 
Cockburn. Peace in all the world."" The son adds: 
‘¢Our missionaries had the experience of being among 
the earliest of those who touched at the island after 
Napoleon arrived, and being as near his prison house 
as the anchorage of St. Helena would bring them."’ 

The ‘big war-ship’’ Northumberland was in the 
Potomac when, in the war with England in 1812-14, 
Washington was destroyed by the British. One of 
the party with the missionaries, who visited the vessel 
at St. Helena, found on board a token of that event. 
‘‘In the cabin of that ship they saw [President] 
Madison's pillow,—a keepsake picked up by the 
admiral on his unwelcome visit at Washington during 
that war.’’ 

In the world’s thought, the landing of Napoleon at 
St. Helena was an event of great importance, but the 
world took little heed of the American missionaries 
who touched there in going or in coming. Yet their 
work was greater, and of more importance in its effect 
on mankind and the world’s history, than all that was 
accomplished by Napoleon and the armies that he 
led or opposed. And we may well believe that God 
was as much interested in the missionaries’ work as 
in Napoleon’s, although God was ruling over both. 

The Notts brought with them a native African girl, 
who desired to be with her loved benefactors. She 
was an.earnest Christian, and wanted to go back as a 
missionary among her people. She, however, closed 
her earthly work in New York City in 1822, after 
living a brief but useful life in God’s service. One 
of her benefactors said of that life: «It is an evi- 
dence that the missionaries and the Christian public 
have not labored in vain for the Bombay mission. I 
confess that in this one event I have enjoyed a rich 
regard for my own portion of labor and trial in it.’’ 
This waif of the mission field often said to a son of 
her benefactor, who told me of it, that when he grew 
to be a man he must go as a missionary to her coun- 
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try, adding that she would go with him to take care ot 
him. 

That missionary son would have gone to the ends 
of the earth if God had so directed him. He had a 
missionary spirit, and he was ever doing a missionary 
work. He was busy about his Master's work until, 
after more than fourscore and five years of earthly 
work, he entered into rest not long before I wrote 
these lines. It is a privilege to have lived near this 
devoted missionary and his equally devoted mission- 
ary wife in the later years of their consecrated lives, in 
the home of their godly and devoted son ; and I trust 
that I was more imbued with their missionary spirit 
from my valued intercourse with them. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


on 
The Joy of Service 


Young People’s Meeting Topic for March 2. 
Psa. 126: 5,6; Matt. 25 : 19=23. 


By Robert E. Speer 
Daily Readings for the Week of February 24 to March I 


Mon, — Diligent service (Josh. 22 : 1-5). 

‘Turks. —Serving two masters (Luke 16 : 1-13). 
Wrb.—Our reasonable service (Rom. t2: I-11), 
‘TU RS. —Lowly service (Luke 22 : 24-30). 
FRIi.—Hearty service (Col. 3 : 22-25). 
Sat.—Service rewarded (Heb. 6: 1-12). 


ae itself is a good thing. 
happiness is hard work. 
assail you? Work harder. 
pressed ? Work harder. Are you weary with hard 
work? Work harder. There are few greater joys 
than the joy of hard and honest work. 

Yet there is a greater joy. It is the joy of hard 
service. Service is work touched with unselfishness, 
done, not for gain, but for use. And no joy of pos- 
session, of love, of mere pleasure, can compare with 
the joy of really helpful and unselfish service. 

This is the first joy of service,—unselfishness. Self- 
seeking and self-brooding are the great springs of 
misery. To become absorbed in glad work for the 
sake of others, careless of the fame, the wealth, the 
obscurity, the poverty of it, is to find the secret of 
peace and a jubilant heart. Others, not self, now fill 
the mind and heart. It is as though the wind turned 
suddenly from the east and came out of the north- 
west, sweeping the clouds from the sky and the dull- 
ness and depression from the air, and sending new 
thrills of life through the world. 

But a joy of service greater even than the gladness 
of its sense of unselfishness is the fruit of it. To gain 
money for one’s self can never give as much un- 
alloyed happiness as to see some poor, unprivileged 
life unfold and expand under the influences which 
your service has brought to it. A little child's smile 
of gratitude for help, some weak old body's trembling 
word of thankfulness for what may have cost you 
much or little, but has meant everything to the one 
you helped,—heaven will be fair and beautiful be- 
cause it will be full of such things as these. 

Christ approves of service. He himself served. 
‘‘l am in the midst of you as one that serveth.’’ 
‘«‘The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.’’ Such service was to him a delight and a 
joy. Indeed, he said that service was joy, and held 
that the joyless life was the life deprived of the oppor- 
tunity to serve. He taught that ‘‘ the joy of the Lord”’ 
was the opportunity to rule cities. The faithful ser- 
vants who were given as a reward the work of ruling 
cities were bidden then to enter into their Lord's joy. 
This joy was the power to do larger things for human 
good. 

There is a servitude that is not service. The man 
who gives himself to sin to do the work of sin be- 
comes the bondservant of sin. But service is free- 
dom, and not bondage. The man who becomes 
possessed with the idea of it is delivered from bond- 
age to himself, from the slavery of envy and suspicion 
and jealousy. Ifa man’s aim is to get as much for 
himself as possible,—as much of money, as much of 
satisfaction for his pride,—he is a slave constantly. 
But the man who cares only for the chance to do 
good, to do work, is a freeman. He moves with a 
calm and cheerful mind above all the rush and tur- 
moil of the self-seeking lives. 


~ 

The joy of service is not like some other joys. It 
is within every one’s reach. 
> 4 

Look for it first in your home. Are there some 

things which you have been expecting others to do 


The best sort of 
Do temptations 
Are you de- 
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for you which you could henceforth do for yourself ? 
Are there some things which others have had to do 
for themselves which you could henceforth do for 
them ? 

% 


The next time you are tempted to criticise, stop 
and consider whether you could serve instead. 


% 


Go and ask your pastor whether he has any service 
which you could do for him. 


Some Questions Worth Considering 
What kind of service only is joyous ? 
Why cannot one serve both God and the world ? 
What are the rewards of faithful service ? 
New York Ciry, 


bp 
Another Verse on the Creation Week 


Much interest in the little rhymes which have 
aided generation after generation to make sure of 
Bible facts was aroused when The Sunday School 
Times, some months ago, requested its readers to 
send in verses on the Creation Week. A Wisconsin 
reader sends one he memorized half a century ago. 
It is taken from a book called ‘‘Gospel Sonnets ’’ 
by Ralph Erskine, and is as follows : 


The first day, at Jehovah’s word, 

Did heaven and earth and light afford. 
The next, a firmament so wide 

As did the waters’ course divide. 


‘xe 
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The third, severing land from seas, 

Made earth produce herbs, grass, and trees. 
The fourth, sun, moon, and stars of light, 
Set up to rule the day and night. 

The fifth made fish in depths to move, 

And fowls to fly in air above. 

The sixth, all earthly beasts did bring, 

And man to be the creatures’ king. 

The seventh, of all these days the best, 
Was made for God and man to rest. 


ee 


Body and Spirit 
By Mary Boole Hinton 


E WAS thinking a thought when he died. 
As his soul slipped the leash from her place, 
A moment the thought dallied backward 
To write itself on to his face. 


Flesh of flesh, burning to ashes ; 
Body, crumbling to dust,— 

Hold for the High God his secret ; 
Moldering, be true to thy trust. 


For earth in her dreams hath no treasure, 
Nor heaven in her heights, to compare 
With the glory of buried ideals, 
Heart-longings, a tear, and a prayer. 
GEORGETOWN, D. C, 
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A Sunday-School More Than a Century Old 


By L. J. 


HE first Sunday-school in Accomack County, 
Virginia, was organized by William Elliott, at 
his home in Bradford’s Neck, in 1785. The 

one - hundredth anniversary of Burton-Oak Grove 
Church was to be celebrated January 13, 1901 ; and 
the writer of this article, who was chairman of the 
Sunday-school committee, while seeking data for his 
report on that department of the church work, found 
the desired information among the manuscripts of 
Mrs. Anzelé Wallace and the Rev. John W. A. 
Elliott, a daughter and grandson of William Eliiott, 
which are now the property of his great-great-grand- 
daughter, and especially prized because of the family 
history they contain. 

The chronicle says that Thomas Elliott was the 
first of that name to come from England to Acco- 
inack County, Virginia. He was of highly respected 
parentage, of ministerial descent, refined, and well 
educated for that day, with a pedigree dating back 
two hundred years. He sailed, June 17, 1724, on the 
ship Angolia, from London to Norfolk ; and early on 
the morning of July 17 the ship was wrecked on Daw- 
son Shoals, off the coast of Accomack County, but all 
on board were saved. 

Well pleased with the place on which he had been 
accidentally thrown, Thomas Elliott decided to re- 
main, and here his descendants live to this day. He 
married Miss Anne Wescott of Northampton County, 
and their third child and second son, William Elliott, 
was born October 20, 1754, and died September 23, 
1836. 

At the age of twenty-two years, William Elliott 
became a soldier in the Revolutionary War, fought 
for American independence, and always claimed the 
right of freedom, both politically and religiously. He 
married Anzelé Bradford, a lineal descendant of the 
first Bradford, who came to Virginia from England 
prior to 1663. He was converted by Methodist mis- 
sionaries several years before the establishment of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in his native county, 
which was organized in 1784. Mr. Elliott considered 
slavery morally wrong, and whenever he bought a 
slave it was with the understanding that, when the 
purchase money had been worked out at regular 
wages, the servant should be free ; consequently, most 
of his ‘‘ help’’ was white men and boys. For this 
reason, he was closely associated with a large number 
of poor boys who were reared in his family, in a 
Christian home, where God was honored and revered, 
and were taught to read the Scriptures. In order to 
teach them, Mr. Elliott organized a Sunday-school, 
which met every Sunday afternoon, and instructed 
the boys in his charge, and also the children of his 
neighbors, in the rudiments of reading, so they might 
be able to read God's Word. 


Hyslop 


This Sunday-school was regularly conducted at his 
home for many years. After the organization of 
Methodism, and the founding of Burton Church, Mr. 
Elliott united with it, and some years later the school 
was brought there under his superintendency. The! 
Sunday-school was held in this church until it was 
replaced by a new and larger building in 1848, in 
which the same school was continued until 1870, 
when the church was burned. Then the present 
house of worship was erected, and the original school, | 
through the vicissitudes of more than a century, lives 
to this day, and is flourishing in every department o 
its work. ! 

The course of study in the early Sunday-school 
was, first, teaching the child to read. After he had 
advanced sufficiently, the Catechism was studied, and, 
later on, Bible reading by the class, with explanations, 
and comments by the teacher. This course continued 
until 1873, when the interdenominational system was 
adopted, and still remains in use. 

During the more than a century’s existence of this 
Sunday-school there have been but nine superin- 
tendents, all prominent in church and secular work. 
One became an ordained Christian minister, another 
served in the state legislature, the others were, or still 
are, prominent men in the county. 

As time passed and population increased, another: 
school, an offshoot from the original one, was orga- 
nized in a schoolhouse at the head of Bradford's 
Neck. From this two churches, a Methodist and a 
Presbyterian, have sprung, both of which have flour- 
ishing Sunday-schools. Another was organized at 
the head of Upshur’s Neck, in a house ten by twelve 
feet. This has developed into an organized church 
with a prosperous Sunday-school. These are but a 
little of the streams of influence that have broadened 
and deepened in the last one hundred years. From 
this first example of child training in scriptural truth 
others have followed, until now, even in this county, 
its depth and breadth cannot be estimated. 

Within this first Sunday-school seven ministers 
have been trained. Eight physicians and eight law- 
yers have been instructed and reared within its pale, 
The older ones have become well known as judges 
and legislators both in the state and nation, the 
younger ones bid fair to keep pace with their prede- 
cessors. 

eo 

Living in his quiet home in an isolated part of the 
state and of the county, at a time when communica- 
tion with the outer world was rare and meager, it is 
highly probable that William Elliott had never heard 
of Robert Raikes and his work in far-away England, 
when he organized that Sunday-school in his Virginia 
home in 1785, for the benefit and instruction of the 
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poor children committed to his care, for the children 
of his less fortunate neighbors, and for the sake of 
his own little ones. His was the first Sunday-school 
-n Accomack County, Virginia, and, so far as known, 
the oldest Sunday-school having a continued existence 
on the American continent. It is alive, working, and 
influencing the community and world for good to- 
day ; it has been a constant and unceasing source of 
good for a hundred and sixteen years, and is likely to 
continue indefinitely. 
KELLER, VA. 





Little Gosh’s Ride 


By Augusta Kortrecht 


T WAS the first day little Gosh had felt lonely 
since they came to the country. He was alone, 
for Aunt Clara had taken the little girls to town 

to buy hats, and five girls made the carriage so full 
on a hot day that Gosh had willingly stayed behind. 

Old Tiger was the only horse on the farm that Gosh 
thought he could ride without some bigger man in 
front to hold to; and the reason that Tiger was 
twenty-five years old, and had saved Uncle Ed's life 
in the war, and was not to be teased, was no reason 
at all, in Gosh’s opinion, for being told not to ride him, 

for he had no idea of teasing him. 

So he wandered out to the woods-lot, where Tiger 
stood temptingly near the fence, and there he decided 
that getting on when the horse was still was not 
riding, and next minute one fat leg went over, and 
plump ! Gosh was astride the big horse. 

Of course, there was neither bridle nor saddle, and 
when Tige suddenly started off, Gosh clutched at the 
red mane in front of him, and said, ‘‘Whoa!’’ But 
the old horse had been free for years, and had for- 
gotten what ‘‘Whoa’’ and ‘‘Gee’’ and all those 
man-words meant, and after a little surprised look 
over his shoulder, he paid not the slightest attention 
to Gosh or his commands. 

Pretty soon they had left the cool shade of the 
woods lot. Tiger ambled along at his own sweet will, 
occasionally lowering his head to nibble some dainty 
in the grass, at which times it was all Gosh could do 
to keep from pitching over his head. Out they went 
through the break in the snake fence, and down the 
hot country road. Then Gosh remembered that Lija 
had laughed, and said sometimes Tige wandered off, 
and stayed for days at a time. 

About two o'clock that afternoon the carriage 
stopped at the big door, and out tumbled all the girls 
in a bunch, calling loudly for Gosh. 

‘«Come, see what we brought you,"’ they shouted, 
but there was no answer; and up and down, high and 
low, they searched, but there was no Gosh. 

Rhody-Cook was cross, and declared she didn't 
know whar Gosh wuz; and as it was dinner-time, 
Aunt Clara summoned Lija from the field, and told 
him to find the boy. She was not frightened, but the 
girls felt curious, one’s only brother being a very 
precious thing in their eyes. 

So Lija went off whistling, with his hands in his 
ragged trowsers pockets, and his eyes turned up to 
the sky with perfect unconcern, and surely would 
have passed the boy on the road had not a voice 
called out, ‘«‘O Lija! I’m so glad you've come,’’ 
which made him look that way. 

There, in a big brier-patch stood old Tige, as still 
as a wooden horse, and perched on his back sat Gosh. 
During the long hot day he had sat there, not a 
stone’s throw from the house, the prickly briers keep- 
ing him from slipping down,—for his city feet were 
very tender, and he was barefoot. He had wondered 
over and over what punishment Aunt Clara kept for 
disobedience. 

And he did not quite understand why it was, when 
Liya carried him into the cool house, that Aunt Clara 
made him all ‘‘ comfie’’ in her own hammock, letting 
the little girls bring his dinner and all their presents, 
and never even scolded, nor why she rubbed nice 
sweet cream from the dairy all over his red face. 

But I think it was because she knew the skin was 
going to peel off his nose, which is quite a bad pun- 
ishment of itself. 

New York CITY. 
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Keep Nests Out of Your Hair 


Our thoughts are involuntary oftener than they 
are deliberate. We cannot avoid evil thoughts com- 
ing into our minds, but we can refrain from so in- 
dulging them that they will the oftener return to us. 
An old divine said on this subject, ‘‘ We cannot pre- 
vent foul birds of the air flying above our heads, but 


we can prevent their building nests in our hair.’’ Are 
we always sure to be thus careful ? 
Stony Ground 

Hard-heartedness is the hopeless sin. A weak 


head can be taught to look to others for wisdom. A 
faulty character can be surrounded by safeguards. 
But the sin of a hard heart is all inside itself. No 
one else can be soft-hearted for it, no one else can 
be any protection from it. Be it a king like Pharaoh, 
or a skipper like Floyd Ireson with his hard heart, 
they carry it with them on land or sea. Nathaniel 
Hawthorne was probably right in his weird story of 
Ethan Brand,—the sin nearest of all earthly sins to 
the unpardonable one is the sin of the marble heart. 
There is only one escape, and that is when the rock 
is smitten by the rod of the love of God. 


x 
What is Your Standard ? 


Not actual and positive, but relative and com- 
parative, are the measures by which humanity and 
finite beings consider and estimate. Large and small, 
strong and weak, early and late, high and low, warm 
and cool, and even good and bad, have not one 
meaning to all. To achild they have one meaning, 
to a giant they have another. And as related to or- 
dinary conduct and action they convey a different 
idea from what they wotid as related to an absolute 
standard or to perfect holiness. Time and place and 
circumstances have to be considered. A Russian 
proverb is, ‘‘Among the blind a one-eyed man is 
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king.”’ 
or, ‘‘l am feeling well this week,’’ we have to con- 
sider what his standard is, in order to know what he 
means. At the best he probably has some other 
standard than the best. 


x 
Better than Not Doing Wrong 


What we cannot do, or what we ought not to do, 
need not occupy our thought in comparison with what 
we can do, and what we ought to do. And if the 
latter has its proper place with us, the former need 
not have any place in our thoughts or conduct. The 
Law, given of God on Mt. Sinai, made prominent the 
commands ‘* Thou shalt not.’’ But the dutiful Jew 
understood, and Jesus confirmed and reaffirmed the 
truth, that the declarations ‘‘ Thou shalt love God” 
and ‘‘ Thou shalt love thy neighbor’’ fulfilled the whole 
law. If we pay due attention to the ‘‘ Thou shalt,” 
we need not concern ourselves with the ‘‘ Thou shalt 
not.’’ Right performance is always better than the 


strongest prohibition. 


Savages in Our Midst 

A savage’s morals, by which a man cares only 
for his immediate family, are sometimes seen within 
civilization. Many men toil to make money for their 
own households, that their wives may make as good 
a show as other women, and that their children may 
be as well cared for and educated, but have no notion 
of any duty towards other families. They carry on 
their business with selfish determination to make all 
the money they can within the limits of ‘ law- 
honesty,’’ regardless of the harm this may do to any 
who are outside their family circle. They count 
themselves very good members of civilized society, 
when in fact they are, in this point of morals, not 
much above the level of primitive savages. They 
have never awakened to the demand made by Jesus 
Christ that we shall recognize our neighbors as our 
brethren, —real members with us of the same house- 
hold. When aman becomes more anxious to avoid 
hurting his neighbor than to prevent his neighbor 
from hurting him, he has learned the first lesson of 
Christian morals. 


When one says, ‘‘I have done well to-day,’ 
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Daily Use of the Strait Gate 


HERE is that in human nature which seeks what 
science calls ‘‘ the line of least resistance,’’ but 
it is not that which makes for strength and wis- 

dom. We like to have all things easy. Much of the 
finest intelligence of our age is employed on inven- 
tions to achieve this, and the largest material rewards 
go to him who succeeds in the task. And along with 
other easy things we crave an easy religion, such as 
Hawthorne satirized in his modern version of ‘‘ The 
Pilgrim's Progress,’’ in which the speed and comfort 
of the railroad train replace the toil of the footsore 
pilgrim. 

The teaching of our Lord does not make any offer of 
such easy and convenient pilgrimage, and especially 
his words about the strait gate and the narrow way are 
explicit enough to the contrary. Those sayings have 
been limited in their sense by some who assume that 
they relate only to the beginnings of the Christian 
life. The strait gate is thus taken to represent con- 
version, hence, when once a man is past that, the text 
has no farther application to him. But it is of life, 
and not of any single stage in it, that our Lord is 
speaking. Pressing through the strait gate is an 
every-day business, which will last at least as long as 
life itself. It is the heroic attitude toward life and its 
duties which a brave man chooses, instead of seeking 
his ease. 

Education furnishes a good illustration of it. Two 
boys are set to translate Cesar from Latin into Eng- 
lish. One of them takes his dictionary, hunts out the 
words, selects the definition out of a dozen which will 
suit this place, recalls what he has learned of moods 
and tenses of the verbs, and makes out the sense of 
the passage by getting all these things together. An- 
other takes a little book in which somebody had done 


Czesar into English for him, so that he has it all there 
‘‘as plain as print.’’ By a very little effort he gets 
what the other boy had dug for, and is able to make 
as good an appearance in the class-room, if not even 
better. What has he missed in the way by avoiding 
the strait gate? He has missed the training in atten- 
tion, in judgment, and in diligence, which the boy 
got who did the work for himself; and it is for the 
sake of this training, and not for the sake of knowing 
what Cesar had to say about the Allobroges and the 
rest, that he was set to study Latin. 

This fact is much overlooked by those who prepare 
modern text-books, and who seem to rival the trans- 
lation in sparing the boy all the trouble of learning 
anything by his own efforts. In their notes they 
clear up the difficulties for him. At the end of the 
book they print a vocabulary, which shows exactly in 
what sense this author used the word that in the dic- 
tionary has a dozen or a score of meanings, among 
which he would have had to choose. ‘They assume 
that the one object of learning Latin is to know Latin, 
while in fact that is quite subordinate to the good of 
acquiring right mental habits and scholarly methods 
of dealing with all kinds of subjects. The epitaph 
on the Scotch schoolmaster, ‘‘He so taught his 
boys Latin that they acquired habits of accuracy 
for the rest of their lives,’’ comes much nearer to the 
truth. 

There is another side to education, and one which 
the boys have in their own hands, and that is ath- 
letics. There is no broad gate on the athletic field, 
but narrow gates everywhere. A man must strive, 
even agonize (in the original and technical sense of 
the word), if he is to get on there. He must set him- 
self to do what is difficult, and continually try to go 
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beyond what he has accomplished befure,—try to do 
something harder than he has yet attempted. That 
is just why the New Testament so constantly com- 
pares the Christian life to the athletic arena. 

So equally in human life at large. Some people 
are born in front of the wide gate, and many are 
foolish enough to envy them. They are ‘‘born with 
a silver spoon in their mouths,’’ and they never have 
to do anything for their living. In most cases they 
vegetate, or fill up their time with what is pure waste 
of human energy,—in amusements, in sport, in col- 
lecting snuff-boxes, or in gathering useless knowledge 
into unreadable books. A few rise above the tempta- 
tion to such waste of human faculty, and put their 
strength into something which benefits mankind or 
their neighbors. They turn away, as the Earl of 
Shaftesbury did, from the broad gate, and seek the 
strait one. But, in spite of these notable and noble 
exceptions, there is a great waste of human capacity 
through the inheritance of wealth and the consequent 
abundance of facilities for ‘‘ pride, fulness of bread, 
and abundance of idleness.’’ 

Our Lord applies to the spiritual life exactly the 
principle we have seen in its application to education 
and to social life generally. He calls upon us to be 
severe with ourselves, to take up our cross, to reject a 
Christianity which costs us nothing. To be a Chris- 
tian one must endure hardships as a soldier or as an 
athlete does, in order by these to enter into life. His 
teaching, indeed, has been abused by ascetics, who 
assume that, as the world is constructed, there are 
not hard things enough for them to do unless they 
invent a few, or who think that every form of ‘‘en- 
joyment outside of the Psalms’’ is questionable. So 
monasticism was devised to rid life of everything that 
was not hard and distressing, and the family life was 
proscribed as offering too much comfort for a Chris- 
tian to get on with. Luther, who had tried both, 
declares that the family is the true monastery, with 
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crosses in plenty tor him who will bear them, but full 
also of joys such as the mere monk knows nothing of. 
So life has its crosses everywhere, —its narrow gates 
for us to press through with difficulty, and often with 
pain. We do not need to remake it, or to set up 
strait gates to try our energy and faithfulness, but to 
accept those we find and enter by them. 

The daily cross, the strait gate, is God’s especial 
means of training the wills of his people, and impart- 
ing to them strength and resolution. The will is 
fatally weakened by the habit of shirking the hard 
things, the disagreeable duties of life, or even by put- 
ting off our compliance with their demands. ‘‘ Do it 
now’ says a card often found on the desks of suc- 
cessful men of affairs. To bring ourselves to the 
point of facing every duty resolutely and discharging 
it promptly is to reach one of the strengths the Psalmist 
saw on the way to Mt. Zion. It must be the outcome 
of constant and even daily faithfulness in small things, 
just as the boy learns Latin by constant attention to 
the words in their sense and their connection. He 
could not tell you on what day he really knew the 
language, but as the outcome of work spread over 
many days he has reached the goal. So our moral 
discipline ‘*cometh not with observation,’’ and the 
man who has come to do what once was disagreeable 
with a ready mind has come there through many 
single acts of loyalty to duty. He has followed in 
the footsteps of Him who ‘‘pleased not himself, but 
went'about doing good.’’ 

Professor James of Harvard has an excellent sug- 
gestion for the strengthening of the will. It is that 
we each do something every day that we know we 
ought to do, but we do not wish to do. It is not that 
we shall do something disagreeable because it is so, 
but that of the numerous good things we know we are 
neglecting we daily pick out something and do it. 
Thus we would grow strong and prompt in the way of 
duty, and would find the strait gate very close at hand. 





Are We Bound to Help 
a Brother in His Need ? 

How ready we are to ask ourselves the question 
whether we are under any special obligation to help a 


brother, or a neighbor, in distress or need! And if 
we cannot find the duty laid down specifically in the 
law which we are under, we are prone to count our- 
selves entirely free to do according to our ease and 
liking. A correspondent actually asks this question, 
as if he were in doubt on the subject : 

After Abraham and Lot's separation, was Abraham under 
obligation to help Lot to success ? 

There certainly was no statute law making it a state- 
prison offense for Abraham to stand idly by when Lot 
was in danger or need. But Abraham was a man who 
was quite as desirous to do a proper thing when he could 
do it as he was to conform to the letter of the law. 
Moreover, Abraham was of the Hebrew, or Jewish, 
stock, and all of that race feel bound to help one 
another in time of need. There are Christians who 
feel the same way about their brothers or neighbors, 
but there are others who are asking whether they are 
really bound to be decent and neighborly. After all, 
the real question is, How loving and helpfui can we 
be ? not, How much are we bound to do for a brother, 
or a neighbor, in his need? There is no law so all- 
inclusive as the law of love. 


yt 
Sleeping in the Open Air 


How difficult it is for one to appreciate the con- 
dition and surroundings, and consequent needs, of 
those living in another zone and sphere, with other 
necessities and modes of living than those to which 
he has been accustomed! This is illustrated by the 


question asked by a valued correspondent from Ten. 
nessee, who writes : 


In Notes on Open Letters you give me much light, but I 
want more and more. It seems that Jesus and his disciples 
sometimes passed a night in a ‘‘ desert place ’’ (Luke g: 12). 
Please tell me if they slept in the open air with none of a 
sleeper's usual conveniences, and if this was, and is, common 
in Palestine. 


Of course, apostles, like shepherds, and like Jacob 
(Gen. 28 : 11) and many others in his day, and before 
and since, in Palestine, slept on the ground in the 








open air. It is often so in other lands than Palestine. 
During our Civil War, soldiers from the North and 
from the South often slept in the open air, without 
any tent or other covering above them. The writer 
has thus slept on the ground without any covering, 
even in a snowstorm or inacold rain. Indeed, on 
his first visit home after months of such experience, 
he slept one night in a house for the first time in 
months. The result was he actually took cold, as a 
new experience. Comforts and luxuries have their 
dangers, as well as do privations. 


aK 
Are Angels Inferior to Man ? 


In view of the common popular thought about 
angels, it is not strange that there is a reluctance to 
accept at once the view on the subject presented in a 
recent editorial in these pages. A careful Bible stu- 
dent raises this question about it : 


I have just been reading your editorial regarding angels. 
Perhaps in regard to regenerated man you may be right, 
but the Apostle says that man, in being ‘“‘ born again,'’ be- 
comes a new creature, or, according to the margin, a new 
creation, and partaker of the divine nature. That is not man 
in his first creation, or else what does Paul mean bv his lan- 
guage in the second chapter of Hebrews, where he quotes from 
the Psalms, and then says of Jesus [and of man] that he was 
made ‘‘a little lower than the angels’’ ? Is not the ‘‘ new crea- 
tion’ pre-eminently, through the Holy Spirit, Christ's own 
work, and was not man, as he came from the hand of the 
Creator, ‘a little lower than the angels’’? Did not Moses 
make everything pertaining to the tabernacle according to the 
pattern given him in the mount, and are not the cherubim and 
seraphim there represented an order of the angels? Will you 
answer in your Notes on Open Letters ? 


Psalm 8 : 4 is the passage referred to in Hebrews 2 : 7, 
which our common English version translates, ‘‘ Thou 
madest him a little lower than the angels.’’ But in 
the Revisions the passage in the Psalms is given, more 
correctly, ‘‘ Thou hast made him but little lower than 
God.’’ Our old translation had more than one indi- 
cation that the translators were, in their day, not above 
human limitations, and sometimes hesitated to trans- 
late a word contrary to the general convictions of 
mankind. Where, in Hebrews 2 : 7, the quotation is 
given, ‘‘a little lower than the angels,’’ there is, in 
both versions, the explanatory statement, ‘‘for a 
little while lower.’" In other words, both man and 
the ‘‘Son of man,’’ while in the flesh, were tem- 





porarily a little lower in privilege and position tl... 
one who was as an angel is in the spirit world or state. 
But neither man nor the Son of man is of any infericr 
order of being to an angel. As to the cherubim, they 
are not an order of angels, norin form like them. . They 
are symbolic forms, suggestive of God's power and 
realm. Had they been like angels or men, it would 
have been contrary to the Second Commandment to 
have a likeness of them in the tabernacle or the 


temple. 
7” 


Were John the Baptist’s Followers 
Among the Three Thousand ? 

John the Baptist belonged to the Old Dispensa- 
tion, but Jesus ushered in a New Dispensation. Yet 
John did an important work as preparing the way for 
the reception of Jesus. It is important to bear this 
in mind in considering the work of John and of Jesus. 
A Maryland correspondent seems to lose sight of this 
when he asks the following question : 

Were John's converts, which he had baptized, counted in 
the three thousand added to the church on the Day of Pente- 
cost! 

The eleven apostles were all of them John the Bap- 
tist’s ‘‘converts,’’ or followers of him in his mission. 
So, also, were very many of the others. One cannot say 
positively how many of these were of the three thou- 
sand then brought under the power of the Holy Spirit ; 
but, in the absence of specific evidence that any were 
not of those who had accepted John the Baptist's 
baptism, we are to take it for granted that many, or 
most, of them were of this character. 
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Do Ordinary Preaching Services 
Teach Children ? 


Few persons realize how much they are indebted 
to the lessons taught them in their earliest years, in 
the home circle, or in the primary class in the Sun- 
day-school, about the fundamental and all-important 
truths concerning God and Christ, and what is worth 
living for, and what is their duty, and their possibility 
of salvation. It has been said that we should be the 
most ignorant and helpless beings on earth if it were 
not for what we are taught the first three years of our 
life. This is suggested by a question from a profes- 
sional man in Montana. He had become interested 
in a public discussion as to the feaching work of the 
church, its importance, how far it is attended to, and 
in what manner. In view of this discussion, he asks 
specifically : 

From which source, do you think, will the average regular 
attendant get the most Bible 4nowledge in a given time, 
say, five or ten years: (1) From the average teacher in their 
teaching work, or (2) from the average minister in his preach 
ing service ? 

Only one of these agencies even attempts, or under- 
takes, the work of giving a fundamental, or elemen- 
tary and all-essential, knowledge of the Bible. Preach- 
ing services take it for granted that the hearers already 
have some elementary knowledge of the Bible. Even 
if the hearers lack this, the preacher could not supply 
it in the ordinary method of a preaching service. 
Preaching is the work of one man ; teaching is a two- 
fold work. A man can freach, whether another hears 
and heeds or not. But no man can truly ¢each unless 
another learns. If a ‘‘ teacher’’ simply preaches, or 
talks, or declares, unless his pupil responds, or an- 
swers, and learns, he has no advantage over the ordi- 
nary preacher. Most preachers would be astonished 
if they found out how little their hearers would have 
learned about the primary truths of the Bible from 
their preaching, if they had not been taught the all- 
essential truths elsewhere. 

The writer had an iliustration of this in an expe- 
rience some time ago. He meta bright little Mas- 
sachusetts boy on a country road, and he stopped to 
talk with him. He asked him if he went to church, 
and he said he did. As the writer questioned the 
boy, he found that he had not attended Sunday-school, 
or been taught at home, but that he had attended 
church regularly without gaining the essentials of 
primary knowledge. Yet as showing that he could 
be taught, the boy told of having a little booklet, 
giving him the story of Jesus, and of his dying for us, 
and of his loving to have us pray to him. From that 
little booklet the boy had received more knowledge of 
Bible truth than from years of attending preaching 
services. Regular preaching services have their mis- 
sion and value, but they do not take the place, or do 
the work, or supply the need, of home teaching, or of 
Sunday-school instruction and influence. That we 
need to know and consider. 



















































































































































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





VOL. 44, NO. 7 








PS TO THE STUDY OF THE LES 











Lesson 9. 


March 2. 


The Stoning of Stephen 





Acts 7:54 to 8:2. (Read Acts 7.) Memory verses: 59, 60 


Golden Text: Pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.—Matt. 5: 44 


COMMON VERSION 
When they heard these things, they 


544 
were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on 
him with ¢Aezr teeth. 

55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, 
looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right 
hand of God, 


56 And said, Behold I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of man standing on the 
right hand of God 

57 Then they cried out with aloud voice, and 
stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one 
accord, 

58 And cast Aim out of the city, and stoned 
him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes 
at a young man’s feet, whose name was Saul. 


God. 


Lesson Calendar 
First Quarter, 1902 


a. January 5.—The Promise of Power o « « « AOU SS Ose 
2. January 12.—The Promise of Power Fulfilled. . . . Acts 2: 1-21 
3. January 19.—The Early Christian Church Acts 2: 37-47 
4. January 26.—The Lame Man Healed....... Acts 3: 1-16 
5 February 2.—The First Persecution . . Acts 4: 1-22 
6. February 9.—The Sin of Lying. . . . Acts 4:32to 5:1 
7. February 16.—The Second Persecution. ...... Acts 5 : 25-42 
8 February 23.—The Arrest of Stephen ‘ Acts 6 : 3-15 
9. March 2.—The Stoning of Stephen. . Acts 7:54 to8:2 
xo. March 9.—The Disciples Scattered... 2... .. Acts 8 : 3-17 
a1. March 16.—The Ethiopian Converted, ...... Acts 8: 26-40 
a2. March a3.—Temperance Lesson. ......... Eph. 5: 11-21 
23- March 30.— 1 Oe, acter So eres a ee John 20° 1-18 
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There is always a break in the darkness to those who 


look up. 
<_o 


International Home Readings 


MON. —Acts 7:54 to 8:2. The stoning of Stephen, 


‘TUES.—2 Cor. 4: 6-18. Looking at the unseen, 
WED.—Acts 22: 6-20. Paul's reference. 
THURS.—Heb. 11 : 32-40. A good report. 


FRIi.—Rom. 8 : 31-39. 
Sat.—Rev. 2: 1-11 
SUN.—2 Tim. 4: 1-8. 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association.) 


The Lesson Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


What a Dying Saint Shows 
s. The Presence of the Spirit : 
He, being full of the Holy Spirit (55). 
Another Comforter . . . with you forever (John 14: 16). 


Love triumphant. 
The promise. 
The crown. 


Give life . . . through his Spirit (Rom. 8 : 11). 
a. Insight into Glory : 
Looked up... saw the glory of God (55, 56) 


As seeing him who 1s invisible (Heb. 11 : 27). 


We look... at the things which are not seen (2 Cor. 4: 18) 
3. Faith tn Christ: 
Caliing...and saying, Lord Jesus (59). 
The desire to depart and be with Christ (Phil. 1 : 29). 
The crown... the Lord. . . shall give to me (2 ‘Tim, 4: 8). 


4- Porgiveness of Enemies : 
Lord, lay not this sin lo thetr charge (60). 
Father, forgive them ; for they know not (Luke 23 . 34). 
Pray for them that persecute you (Matt. 5 44) 
sg. A Peaceful End: 
He kneeled down, and... fell asleep (60). 
Let me die the death of the nghteous (Num 23. 10). 
Blessed .. . who die in the Lord (Rev. 14: 13). 
6. A Blessed Memory : 
Devout men buried Stephen (8 : 2) 
Memory of the righteous is blessed (Prov. 10 . 7). 
Of whom the world was not worthy (Heb. 11 : 38). 
7 An Abiding influence : 
A young man named Saul (7 : 58). 


What shali I do, Lord? (Acts 22 . 10.) 
To appoint thee a minister (Acts 26 . 16-18). 


AMERICAN REVISION 


54 Now when they heard these things, they 
were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on 
him with their teeth. 
the Holy Spirit, looked up stedfastly into hea- 
ven, and saw the glory of God, and 
standing on the right hand of God, 
said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and 8 
the Son of man standing on the right hand of 
57 But they cried out with a loud voice, 
and stopped their ears, and rushed upon him 
with one accord; 58 and they cast him out 
of the city, and stoned him : 
laid down their garments at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. 


55 But he, being full of 


charge. 
asleep. 


Jesus 
56 and 


and the witnesses cept the apostles. 


59 And they stoned Ste- 
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Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


NTERVENING Discourse.—The defense of Stephen 
is mainly a summary of Old Testament history, from 
the call of Abraham to the building of the temple, with 

emphasis upon the unbelief and disobedience of the Israel- 
ites in the days of Moses, After a citation, showing that 
the temple was not the real dwelling-place of the Most 
High, he makes a pointed application to his hearers, accu- 
sing them of being the betrayers and murderers of the 
Righteous One. 

PLAcE,—The council chamber; then a place outside the 
city, according to tradition, outside St. Stephen’s gate, 
northeast of the temple ; but an older tradition points to a 
locality near the most probable site of Golgotha, outside 
the Damascus gate, north of the city. 

TimE.—About A.D. 36 or 37, when there was an inter- 
regnum of Roman procurators (see on v. 58). An earlier 
date is advocated by many. 


. 
Critical Notes 


Verse 54.— Cut to the heart: The members of the san- 
hedrin are referred to, though others may have been pres- 
ent.— Guashed on him: Continued todo so. ‘*Onhim” 
implies motion towards him. 

Verse 55.—Seing full: ‘* Being’’ is a stronger term 
than that usually so rendered, suggesting a peculiar and 
abiding possession of the Holy Spirit.—/esus standing . 
This position, asserted only in this passage, has been 
thought to indicate a rising, as if to receive the martyr. 

Verse 56.—Bechold, J see: ‘*Lo, I am beholding.’’— 
The Son of man. Used here only by another than our 
Lord himself. 

Verse §57.—Rushed upon him: The verb is used of an 
onset in battle. 

Verse 58.—And they cast him out of the city. The 
Revisers insert ‘* they,’’ and put a semicolon at the end 
of verse §7, to mark another stage in the maltreatment. 
Both the casting out of the city and stoning were punish- 
ments for blasphemy, in accordance with Leviticus 24; 
14, 16. While the rulers sanctioned this action, they had 
no right, under Roman rule, to punish with death (see 
John 18 : 31). The whole proceeding was an illegal out- 
break of popular violence. Hence the probability of an in- 
terregnum, as the Roman ruiers were severe in repressing 
mobs.— 7he witnesses: According to Deuteronomy 17 : 7, 
these must cast the first stones.— 7heir garments; The 
upper or outer garment, which would interfere with their 
casting stones. —A young man named Saul: The Greek 
form of the name occurs here. He was certainly over 
thirty years of age at this time ; probably was a member of 
the sanhedrin (Acts 26: 10), but was not acting here 1n an 
official capacity. 

Verse 59.— Calling upon the Lord . Not ** God.’’? What 
follows shows upon whom he called.—Recetve my spirit : 
Compare Luke 23 : 46. This prayer is a remarkable at- 
testation to the view of the early believers respecting our 
Lord. 

Verse 60.—Lord, lay not this sin to their charge’ It is 
immaterial whether this intercession is addressed to God 
or the Lord Jesus ; the latter view agrees better with verse 
59.—-He fell asleep » A common phrase in the New Testa 
ment for the death of believers. 

Chapter 8: 1.—And Saul was consenting unto his death 
This clause is properly connected with the preceding para 
graph (comp. chap. 22 : 20).— Zhere arose: Literally, 
** became.’’— On that day: More definite than *‘ at that 


COMMON VERSION 


59 And they stoned Stephen, ealling upon 
God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 
60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a 
loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their 
And when he had said this, he fell 


‘x And Saul was consenting unto his death. 
And at that time there was a great persecution 
against the church which was at Jerusalem , 
and they were all scattered abroad through- 
out the regions of Judea and Sa-mAa’ri-a, ex- 


2 And devout men carried Stephen ¢o Azs 
burial, and made great lamentation over him. 


AMERICAN REVISION 


phen, calling upon ¢he Lord, and saying, Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit. 60 And he kneeled 
down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge. And when he had 
said this, he fell asleep. 8 : 1 And Saul was 
consenting unto his death. 

And there arose on that day a great per- 
secution against the church which was in Jeru- 
salem ; and they were all scattered abroad 
throughout the regions of Judaa and Samaria, 
except the apostles. 2 And devout men buried 
Stephen, and made great lamentation over 
him. 


” 


time The excited mob at once turned against other 
believers.—/n Jerusalem ; So the Greek.— Samaria: The 
region, not the city. In Acts 11 : 19 it is stated that some 
went as far as ‘* Phoenicia, and Cyprus, and Antioch.’’— 
Except the apostles ; They probably remained from a sense 
of duty. ‘The great outward movement of Christianity was 
not begun by the Twelve, 

Verse 2.—Devout men: Probably pious Jews, who had 
not yet become Christians.—Buried: A peculiar term, 
meaning ‘ carried together,’’ but here suggesting that they 
carried Stephen to where others were buried, rather than 
that they gathered to bury him.— Made great lamentation - 
There is a double contrast in this verse: with the scatter- 
ing of the believers (v. 1), and with the conduct of Saul 
(v. 3). 

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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The church is still slow to seein Saul the possible Paul. 








Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


* AST HIM OUT OF THE City.’’—Jewish writers tell 
us that it was not usual to stone persons in the 
presence of the sanhedrin, and we know from 

Leviticus 24 : 14 that the son of the Israelite woman who 

blasphemed and cursed was taken without the camp and 

stoned. 

The special place for the execution of malefactors in the 
city of Jerusalem was a little to the north of the city, a few 
yards beyond what is now known as the Damascus Gate 
(known formerly as St. Stephen’s Gate). There is a rising 
known in olden times as ‘‘ the place of stoning,’’ and here, 
according to rabbinical tradition, Stephen was stoned. 

This ‘* stoning place ’’ of the Jews was used by the Ro- 
mans as their place of execution. They called the hill or 
knoll Calvarium, known in Hebrew as Golgotha, which 
means ‘‘ the place of a skull;’’ and here, doubtless, Jesus 
was crucified and buried, and not in the traditional place 
marked by the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, which must 
always have been wi¢hin the gates. 

Another place is pointed out to travelers as being the 
scene of the first martyr’s death, Passing through what is 
now called St. Stephen’s Gate, you arrive at the spot near 
the brook Kedron, over against the Garden of Gethsemane. 

From these two conflicting theories regarding the site, it 
is obvious that the real spot is not known, but the former 
seems to carry more weight with it. 

‘*AND STONED HiM.’’—The martyrdom of the gloriously 
zealous Stephen awakens memories of other saints who 
died similar deaths, calling upon the name of the Lord, but 
I am specially reminded of the most recent martyr of Mt. 
Lebanon, Asaad Shediac. The facts concerning his per- 
secution, life, and death, are within the memory of some of 
the oldest surviving men. 

He was a zealous Maronite (a branch of the Roman 
Catholic Church), and, as a result of Bible study, became 
an ardent preacher, and maintained strongly that priests 
and other ecclesiastics eught to be qualified to preach. 
The hierarchy forbade him to preach, but, like Jeremiah 
(Jer. 20:9) and the apostles, in respect to the Jewish 
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hierarchy, he heeded them not. Finally they got him into 
their power, but, instead of throwing stones at him, they 
stoned him in; that is, they walled him up within a stone 
cube of some five feet, and left him to a lingering death, 
At the time of his martyrdom there was a break in the con- 
tinuity of the civil government, as was the case at the time 
of the assassination of Stephen, and hence the hierarchy 
had their way; but for the last forty-two years the Sultan’s 
government has been continuous and orderly, and hence 
the tragedy has not been repeated in that form. 


ScHwEIR, MT. LEBANON, SYRIA. 
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When the world slays its truth-seekers it but helps them 
in their search. 
me 


Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


TEPHEN was charged with making faith in Jesus 
supplant temple worship and Mosaic ritual. He an- 
swered that all their history in Abraham, Moses, and 

even Solomon, taught the universal spirituality of religion. 
So Christ taught at Jacob’s well. When he quoted Isaiah 
to show that God needed no earthly temple, the sanhedrin 
gnashed their teeth at him, and the peroration was not in 
words, but in the reflected glory of God. Paul often as- 
serted the same doctrine. 

Stephen declared that an earthly temple was not neces- 
sary. The judge was a Sadducee, not believing in angel or 
spirit. The accused saw the heavenly high-priest in the 


anal 
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spiritual kingdom. He wears his earthly form, and is 
recognizable by his friends. He prays for his enemies, 
‘* Lord, lay not this sin to their charge,’’ and for himself, 
‘* Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’’ One so like Jesus in spirit 
and manner of dying could go nowhere else but to him. 

‘*He fell asleep.’? What words of peaceful repose 
while the hate of men raged and the rocks fell! It means 
refreshing awakening. All the burial-places of the early 
Christians were called sleeping-places. The memory of 
the Lord’s short repose in the tomb was then very vivid. 

The persecution was most fiercely and bloodily started. 
In our gentler times we cannot conceive of its fury. The 
very highest classes, rulers and religionists, were the leaders. 
Pharisee and Sadducee had often whetted swords against 
each other. Now they were glad to plunge them into a 
common foe. The wild beast’s first taste of blood fires all 
its savage nature. Having slain Stephen, they burned in 
hate against all his fellow-Christians, How many were 
slain before they fled from Jerusalem will never be known 
until the souls under the altar shall cease to cry, ‘* How 
long, O Lord!”’ 

Samson conquered more enemies in his death than in 
his life. Stephen’s dying vision burned itself on the soul 
of Saul till he was made the martyr’s true successor. 

It takes lofty living to make such dying. Some men 
question whether the Sermon on the Mount can be ap- 
plied to practical life. Stephen certainly lived up to one 
most difficult precept: ‘* Love your enemies, and pray for 
them that persecute you’’ (v. 60). Savages can die stoi- 
cally ; Christ, and those like him, forgivingly. 


UNIVERSITY PARK, COLO, 
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Every true revelation ts a heavenly reflection. 


Sie 


A Death for Christ and Like Christ’s 


By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


66 E RECEIVED the law, and kept it not,’’ were the 

last words that Stephen was allowed to speak. 

They came with stinging force from a man on his 
trial for ‘* changing the customs which Moses had deliv- 
ered,’’ and they turned the council into a howling mob, 
beside themselves with rage. Luke draws a wonderful 
contrast between their fury and Stephen’s calm. They 
were gnashing their teeth, and he was in ‘‘ the secret place 
of the Most High,’’ even while he stood as the center of a 
whirling tempest. The heart of a cyclone is absolute still- 
ness. What gave him that peace of God? He was ** full 
of the Holy Ghost,’’ and that same fulness, which had 
endued him with power to work wonders and signs, now 
wrapped him in holy quiet. We may all have the same 
fulness, and, if we have, there may be fightings without, 
but there will be no tremors or agitations within. ‘‘ The 
fruit of the Spirit is... peace.’’ And a spirit filled with 
the Spirit will have eyes cleared to look into the open 
heavens, and its stedfast gaze will not be without the 
vision that makes all earth’s glories dim and its terrors 
idle. ‘Chat great sight which Stephen saw is not reserved 
for martyrs or death-beds, but will be granted to all who, 
‘*being full of the Holy Ghost, look stedfastly into 
heaven.’’ But they must gaze fixedly and long, or they 
will see only the blue veil which hides the ‘‘ things that 
are.’’ Was Stephen in the council chamber when he saw 
the heavens opened? Apparently so, and, if so, what the 
outward eye looked up at was a grimy roof. We too may 
look up right through all heavens to the throne from cham- 
bers and workshops. ‘The eye of faith, like the Réntgen 
rays, can pass through material substances. 

But we must notice the very unique and blessed form of 
the vision. It is described as consisting of ‘‘ the glory of 
God ”’ in the first place, which here seems to mean the 
supernatural light that dwelt between the cherubim. ‘ No 
man hath seen God at any time,’’ and we must mark the 
reverent care with which language is avoided that might 
seem to imply that the King invisible could be apprehended 
either by the eye or by the spirit; the out-raying of the 
light inaccessible can be, but the central brightness cannot. 
God is known to the spirits that know him most, by his 
self-manifestations, not in himself. But the vision is pro- 
foundly significant and strengthening to the martyr, far- 
ther, in that it reveals Jesus standing—not sitting as always 
elsewhere he is represented—at the right hand of God. His 
session there implies repose, authority, judicature. But 
when his servant is in straits, and looking up in faith to 
him, he, as it were, starts to his feet, and is swift to sympa- 
thize and help. What endless depths of encouragement 
and comfort are laid up in that thought! The exalted 
Christ, who stands at God’s right hand, will also stand at 
our right hands, and his royal repose does not hinder his 
energetic work for us, nor does his work for us disturb his 
repose. Both symbolic attitudes have to be united, if we 
would know all that the Son of man on the throne is 
to his servants. Nor must we forget that this is the only 
time in which that name is employed by any but himself. 
It would recall to the councii, if they had been calm enough 
to have remembered, that Jesus had used it when he told 
them that s4ey would see him at the right hand of God; 
but, if they did remember, they were but wrought up to 


fiercer fury. There was atone of wondering gladness in 
Stephen’s ‘‘ behold,’’ and his joyful certainty seemed to 
them audacious blasphemy, so they drowned his words in 
howls and curses, and stopped their ears in horror. 

The rush at Stephen, and the sweeping him out in the 
midst of the crowd, were mere rioting, and the subsequent 
stoning went beyond the limits which Rome had set to the 
sanhedrin’s power. There was no sentence, nor had they 
the right to inflict capital punishment without the gov- 
ernor’s endorsement of their action. In fact, it was lynch 
law, but put in force by the Jewish authorities, and with 
an odd mixture of legal forms and mob violence. They 
will not kill him in the city, for that is against their law ; 
they will stone him, for that is the Mosaic punishment for 
a blasphemer. They will have the witnesses fling the first 
stones, for so the law appoints; but they slay him un- 


“condemned, and in their passion run the risk of getting 


into trouble with the procurator. 

Luke pauses for a moment, and turns from Stephen to 
point out the silent young Pharisee, who had thrust him- 
self into the front of the crowd in his eagerness to see 
righteous judgment on a blasphemer, and had made him- 
self sufficiently conspicuous to be entrusted with the wit- 
nesses’ upper robes, which they had flung off to bare their 
arms for a stronger cast of the stones. Surely Saul feasting 
his eyes on the dying Stephen is a touch that would not 
have occurred to any legend-maker or inventor. It is but 
one instance of God’s usual plan of taking his instruments 
to overthrow a system out of the very center of it. The 
seed that Stephen sowed in his words and watered with 
his blood sprang up in Paul, and bore fruit a hundred- 
fold. Who knows how much the remembrance of the 
martyrdom may have helped to lay the truth for which 
Stephen died on Paul’s heart ? 

The death of Stephen was shaped, so far as he could 
shape it, after the pattern of Christ’s. Intentionally, no 
doubt, he molded his words to assimilate to his Lord’s. 
Death is stripped of terror when we feel that, in the dark 
valley, we are treading in the dear footsteps, and are being 
made conformable to his death. But the difference is as 
significant as the likeness. Jesus committed his spirit into 
the hands of his Father; Stephen prayed to Jesus to re- 
ceive his spirit. The Lord’s death was his own act in a 
sense in which the servant’s was not, and the servant 
— to his Lord as divine and Lord of life and death, as 

eeper and lover of souls. The Lord’s dying prayer, 
‘* Father, forgive them,’’ was echoed in the servant’s, 
** Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.’’ He had learned 
meek forgiveness from the cross. Contrast his petition with 
the stern last words of ‘‘ Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada 
the priest,’’ when stoned to death in the temple court: 
** Jehovah look upon it, and require it.’’ Jesus teaches 
and enables his servants to live and to die. And they that 
in dying see him, and, like him, yield their lives in sub- 
mission to the divine will, enter by the gloomy gate of 
death into the land of peace, and ‘* fall asleep,’’ ceasing to 
hear the yelling crowd and to feel the bruising stones. 
What a contrast between the cruel tumult and the eternal 
calm is suggested by the lovely music of the words, ‘* And 
when he had said this, he fell asleep’?! One moment he 
was in the midst of the howling mob, battered and bleed- 
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ing. The next he was—oh, how far away !—lapped in 
eternal rest, with the Lord who did receive his spirit. 
MANCHESTER, ENGLAND, 
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They who deman@ truth usually mean that which con- 
cerns their neighbors, and not themselves. 


‘a 


The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


NASHED on him with their teeth (v. 54). How 
little we know about the power of the elemental 
passions in the calm and tranquil hours of life! We 

close our doors behind us, pass down the street, do a day’s 
work,and come home at night as if we did not carry smolder- 
ing volcanos in our hearts. I suppose those men felt as we 
do. They had been out of temper, sulky, even angry, Lut had 
never dreamed that they could be thrown into this wild and 
ungovernable frenzy, Suddenly their faces blanched, their 
pulses leaped, their teeth ground together ; there was mur- 


der in their hearts. Up from the deeps within them 
rushed torrents of wrath, like lava. They thirsted for 
blood, like wild beasts. How incredible it must have 


seemed when it passed! Do you know that those fierce 
lava-torrents are boiling noiselessly in your bosom? Do 
you know that, unless you consecrate your life to holding 
down those envy, jealousy, lust, avarice, 
hatred, will catch you off your guard some day, and sweep 
you away like a simoom ? 
sions, 


flood-gates, 


Beware of your elementa! pas 
Men and women, boys and girls, as gentle as you, 
have been engulfed by them. 

Looked up stedfastly into heaven (v¥. §§ Turn from 
that picture to this. If there are such fearful and dest 
tive passions in the soul, there are others as beautifel end 
holy as they are dreadful. ‘There are passions of deve 
of self-immolation. There isa sublime courage im the s 
that suddenly bursts forth and hurries men im 
triumph to the stake and the cross. Under its impulse they 
can look into the faces of lions without a quiver. What 
irresistible longings for a better life, what kindling a»pira 
tions after holiness, what hungerings and thirstings after 
God himself, spring spontaneously from the immortal 
spirits of good men in dangers like that of Stephen! Le 
not be afraid of trial, of persecution, of death. There is a 
force within you to meet it. Of course, you are timid now, 
for you are in no danger. But, when the peril comes, 
something will leap up within you to face it. Can you not 
feel in your own soul something of that sublime couraye 
that surged through his heart, lit up his face, and made 
him gaze stedfastly up into heaven? We do not know 
what stupendous energies are in us until they are taxed, 

And stopped their ears (v.57). Idiots! I once took s 
little girl to a museum, and at the head of a staircase stood 
a stuffed tiger. When the poor little dear saw it, she 
clapped her tiny hands over her pretty blue eyes, and it re- 
quired my utmost force to withdraw them. So the ostrich 
sticks his head in sand to escape danger. This is folly. 
But it is madness to stop one’s ears. What a significant 
gesture! How perfect a symbolical representation of the 
greatest of all spiritual crimes, to turn a deaf ear to 
reason. The soul really possesses the power to shut its 
ears,—a dangerous, terrible capacity. My friend Dobson 
has a customer who gets cross and ‘* sasses’’ him over the 
telephone. When it comes along the wire too hot, Dobson 
just hangs up the receiver. That’s all right, but don’t you 
ever hang up the receiver when conscience speaks. Never 
**go it blind,’’ but, above all, ‘‘ never go it deaf.’’ You 
can get your spiritual ears as insensible to conscience as 
your physical ears to the thunder of street-cars or the 
screeching of your parrot. 

Lord, lay not this sin to their charge (v. 60). In that 
prayer you see the spirit of man raised to its noblest pitch 
of power and grandeur. At this point, the disciple at- 
tained the beauty and dignity of his Master. Human his- 
tory records nothing grander than the words of Jesus, 
‘* Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do,” 
and that heavenly echo from the lips of Stephen, ‘* Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge.’’ ‘* To forgive a fault in 
another is more sublime than to be faultless one’s self.” 
‘* We should always forgive the penitent for their sake,— 
the impenitent for our own.’’ Compare those sentiments 
with one attributed to Heinrich Heine, ‘*‘ Yes, we ought to 
forgive our enemies,—but only when they are hanged.” 


tearie~s 


Some men write the story of their wrongs in blood. Go 
thou and write thine in water. 
And Saul was consenting unto his death(v. 1). Little 


Bill came home the other night with his eyes sticking out 
of his head with horror, and stuttered almost unintelligibly 
as he told his father how Tom Titmouse had broken into 
his mother’s pantry and stolen dried plums. ‘‘ Turn your 
pockets inside out, little Bill,’’ said his father,—and they 
were full of plums. ‘* My son,’’ he asked sternly, ‘* didn’t 
you know that the partaker was as bad as the thief? ”’ 
‘** No,’’ said little Bill in blank amazement. And he really 
didn’t. Saul of Tarsus found it out to his sorrow when 
his spiritual eyes were opened. Oh, how little it takes to 
**give consent’’ to evil! Holding other men’s clothes 
does it. Holding our tongues does it. Keeping a secret 
does it. Sometimes an approving smile does it. I’ve been 
guilty a thousand times,—haven’t you ?—when I ought to 
have spoken out, repudiated, spurned, denounced, some 
evil deed. 
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96 * 
Hints for the Superintendent 


By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


OTE.—After the school has been called to order for 
the review, sing a hymn, so as to ‘get the school 
together ’’ for that which is to follow. Then wait 

for perfect order before you begin to ask any questions. 

Indeed, never try to do anything with the school at this 
or any other time unless strict attention is paid to what you 
do. If you fail in this, you set a bad example to the whole 
school, and fail in having proper order, which, remember, 
is ‘* heaven’s first law.’’ 

Review.—Tell the school about 
briefly. This brings us to the lesson. When the council 
heard Stephen, how did they feel in their hearts? What 
else does verse 54 say that they did? At this point, what 
vision did Stephen have ? What did he say? Then what 
did the members of that council do? Where did they cast 
him? Then what did they do? At whose feet did they 
lay their garments while they were stoning Stephen? What 
was Stephen’s prayer for his enemies? In the persecution 
of all the disciples that followed at once, what became of 
the disciples ? 

Now put on the board the words Stephen, Council, 
Filled with. Ask some teacher what it was that Stephen 
was filled with (see Acts 6: 8). He was filled with Faith. 
Put that down. But he was also filled with Power. Put 
that down. And what spirit was manifested in his prayer ? 
A spirit of Love. Put that down. Now, on the other 
hand, what was it that filled the council ? They were filled 
with Envy. Anything more? Yes, Hatred. Anything 
else? Yes, Murder. Put these down as they are given 
by the school. What an awful difference! But every one 
is filled with something, and our characters are determined 
by that which fills us. Now wipe out the words Stephen 
and Council, and put in their place ‘‘ What are you?’’ and 


Stephen’s defense 
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you have a solemn question with which to close the review. 
Then lead in prayer, asking that we, like Stephen, may be 
filled with the Holy Spirit. 





STEPHEN COUNCIL 
FILLED WITH 


FAITH ENVY 
POWER HATRED 
LOVE MURDER 











New York Ciry. 
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The world hates the preaching workman as much as the 


working preacher. 


Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


‘* Ten thousand times ten thousand.”’ 
‘‘Head of thy church triumphant.” 
‘*O Son of man, thyself once 


Psalm 143: 1-5. 
(211: 1-6. 306: 1-5.) 
Psalm 119 : 153-160. 


crossed."’ (176 : 115-120. 259 : 1-4.) 
‘* For all the saints, who from their Psalm 31 : 1-5. 

labors rest."’ (43: 1-5. 64: 1-3.) 
‘*O paradise, O paradise.”’ Psalm 142: 1-7. 
‘* Brief life is here our portion."’ (209 : 1-6. 304: 1-4.) 
‘* There is a blessed home."’ Psalm 130: 1-8. 
‘*Oh! think of a home over there.”’ 194: 1-4. 281: 1-3.) 
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The consciousness of the Saviour 
ness to suffering. 


may bring unconscious- 
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International Beginners’ Course 
Teaching Hints by George H. Archibald 


For Primary hints on the general International Lesson, see 
the article which follows this. 


This lesson, which is No. 7 in the Beginners’ Course as it is 
conducted for those who use The Sunday School ‘Times, is 
No. 24 in the one year's course of lessons as originally planned 
by the Lesson Committee. The course was begun in these 
columns January 4, 1902. The entire list of lesson topics and 
selections will be mailed, for a two-cent stamp, upon applica- 
tion to the Editor. 


For Sunday, March 2 


Lesson 24: Jesus’ Pity for a Boy (Matt. 17; 14-18). 

Theme for Lessons 22 to 25 : Jesus our Helper. 

Golden Text for Lessons 22 to 25: Who went about 
doing good.—Acts 10 : 38. 

Result Sought: 


A deeper sense of Jesus’ loving willingness to help. 


1. PREPARATION FOR LESSON STORY. 

One day a girl who was biind and deaf and dumb was 
visiting the kindergarten. When the children saw the 
blind girl, every one of them felt sorry for her because she 
couldn’t see and she couldn’t hear and she couldn’t speak. 
One little girl who was present said to her teacher: ‘‘I 
am so sorry for her! I shouldn’t like to be blind. Oh, it 
is such a pity! I wish I was a fairy. Do you know what 
I woulddo? First I would touch her eyes, and make her 
see ; then I would touch her ears, and make her hear; and 
then I would touch her tongue, so that she could speak. 
Oh, I wish I was a fairy !’’ 

2. THE LEssoNn Srory. 

Do you remember the story we had last Sunday about 
the man who brought a dead girl back to life? And do 
you remember, the Sunday before, the story we had about 
how he cured the nobleman’s son? What was the good 
man’s name? Can you tell me anything about him? He 
wasn't a fairy. He was far better. He was more loving 
and kind than the best fairy we ever heard about. Every- 
body loved to look into his beautiful face. He was always 
going about doing good. Wherever he went he touched 
the eyes of the biind, and made the deaf to hear and the 
dumb to speak. What was the Golden Text we learned ? 

One time there lived in a house near where Jesus was a 
sick boy. He had a dreadful disease. He could not run 
and play as you boys can. He never went to school or 
kindergarten. Sometimes, when he tried to walk, he would 
fall down, and perhaps, just as he was passing the fire- 
place, he would fall into the fire and burn himself. At 
othér times, when he was passing by the water, he couldn’t 
keep himself from falling into it, and was in danger of get- 
ting drowned. Somebody had to keep close beside him all 
the time, to take care of him. Wasn’t it a pity? One day, 
as Jesus was passing near his house, he saw the boy. How 
sorry he was forhim! Just as sorry as the little girl in the 
I will tell you who 
The father of the boy felt badly because 


kindergarten was for the blind girl. 
else was sorry. 





his son wasn’t like the other boys, and, when he heard that 
Jesus was near his home, he ran out, and, kneeling down, 


said: ‘* Jesus, cure my boy. He cannot walk. He can- 
not run and play like the other boys. No one else can 
heal him but you. Have mercy upon him!’’ At once 
Jesus said: ‘I willdoso. Bring him to me.’’ Then he 


drove the disease out of the boy, and cured him, so that from 
that time he could run and play, and go to school, and 
help his mother and father, just like any other boy. I am 
glad that Jesus helped that boy,—aren’t you ? 


3. THE TRUTH EMPHASIZED. 


Put the emphasis on the pity of Jesus, rather than on his 
power. It is better to get the child to love Jesus for his 
kind deeds and loving heart than to know him as a power 
ful miracle worker. The love should come first, the other 
will easily follow. Be careful and do not dwell too much 
on the details of the disease. Omit the fact that the dis- 
ciples couldn’t cure the boy. For the purpose of this les- 
son that is only an incident, therefore do not emphasize it. 

Pictures 


- leaflet will be sent, for a two-cent nme i by the Editor, telling 
where such pictures as these may be obtained, and giving useful hints 
to the teacher.] 

Healing the Sick, by Hofmann. 

The Demoniac Boy, by Raphael. 
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Prejudice cannot open its mouth without stopping its ears. 


- 


The following three lesson articles—Primary, Intermediate, 
ana Senior—are on the general International Lesson (see p. 9). 


For the Primary Teacher 
By George H. Archibald 


I. Topic for the Quarter: Messengers of Cheer. 
ll, Lesson Topic: Forgiveness (Acts 7 : 54 to 8 : 2). 
Ill. Result Sought: 


Determination to be a forgiving messenger of cheer, 


IV. Starting-Points : 

[Nors.—Starting-point No. 1 is used in the development of this 
lesson. The others are merely suggestive, and may be used by the 
teacher, if preferred. ] 

I. Suppose you were sailing your boat in the 
pond, etc. 

2. Review of last Lesson Story. 

3- Quarrels in games, etc. 


V. Steps in the Teaching Process. 
1. PREPARATION FOR THE LESSON SToRY. 


Suppose you were sailing your boat in the pond, and 
another boy came along, and threw stones, and smashed 
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the mast,—how wouid you feel? Wheat would you do? 
Do not answ-: these questions just now but wait until | 
tell you a story or two first. 


2. THE Lesson Srory. 


After the soldiers arrested Stephen, the wicked rulers sent 
forhim. They wanted to kill him, but they were a little bit 
afraid of the people, who loved Stephen. Stepren had been 
so kind and thoughtful about others that many had learned 
to love him. The more the people loved him, the more the 
wicked rulers and soldiers seemed to hate him. When 
the soldiers brought him to stand before the rulers, just as 
the prisoner is brought before the judge nowadays, Stephen 
stood up. What did those who saw him say that his face 
looked like ? Men were brought in who told false stories 
about him, but he did not get angry. When it came to his 
turn to speak, he said: ‘‘ You rulers are wicked men. It 
was you who put Peter and John in prison, but, worse 
than that, it was you who put Jesus to death. By your 
orders he was nailed to the cross.’’ 

What Stephen said was true. These were the very men 
who had caused Jesus to be put to death. 

When they heard him say that, they were so angry that 
they determined to kill Stephen also. They had never 
dared to kill Peter and John, but they were getting bolder 
now. ‘They cried out to those who stood by to help them, 
and they dragged Stephen out of the city, and stoned him 
until he died. 

As they dragged him along the street, and cast stones at 
him, what do you suppose Stephen said? Do you think he 
was angry? No; he did not lose his temper with them, 
but, instead, he prayed for them. They were very cruel to 
him, but he prayed that God would forgive them for this 
dreadful sin. As the stones which took away his life were 
thrown, he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, 
‘* Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.’’ And when he 
said this he fell asleep. 

Do you remember what Jesus said when the cruel sol 
diers were nailing him to the cross? These are the words : 
‘*Father, forgive them; for they know not what they 
do.’’ 

What is our Golden Text to-day ? 

Let me tell you another story. Once upon a time 
boy was sent by his father on an errand to his brothers 
These brothers were jealous of the boy, and made a plot to 
kill him, but afterwards they put him into a pit, and then 
sold him to some men who were going down to a great 
country. While in this great country he grew to be a man. 
One time a woman told a wicked story about him, and he 
was putin prison. By and by the king of the country had 
a dream, and, having heard that the young man in prison 
could tell him the meaning of it, sent for him, and took 
him out of prison. When he had told the king the mean 
ing of his dream, the king made him the chief ruler in the 
land. After a while there was a famine, but this wise 
young ruler had stored away corn enough to do for many 
years. One time the brothers who had sold him came to 
buy corn from him. When he saw them he knew them. 
Who was it? How did he treat his brothers ? 


3. TRANSITION, 


How did Stephen treat those who were stoning him 
What was Jesus’ prayer for those who nailed him to the 
cross? How did Joseph treat his brothers? What does 
the Golden Text say ? 


4. THE TRUTH EMPHASIZED. 


Now answer me the questions : Suppose you were sail 
ing your boat in the pond, and another boy came alon; 
and threw stones at it, and broke the mast, how would you 





feel? What would you do? 
Vi. Summary of Lesson Steps 
The Truth : ; 
Emphasized Forgiveness. 
ai Questions on the Lesson 
Transition. | Story which draw from the 
children the Central I'ruth 
The Lesson | (1) Stephen's death. 
Story (2) Jesus’ prayer for his enemies. 
(3) Joseph forgiving his brethren. 
I giving 
Preparation 
for Lessor: Sailing a boat in a pond, ete. 
Story 





Vil. Blackboard Illustrations 





JESUS’ 
TRUSTY PETER 
LOVING JOHN 
UNSELFISH PIERRE 
HELPFUL RALPH 
BRAVE SUSIE 
TRUTHFUL STEPHEN 
OBEDIENT 
PATIENT 
FORGIVING 
MESSENGERS OF CHEER 











MONTREAL, CANADA. 
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itis dangerous to arrest truth, lest the accused become 
the accuser. 
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EASTER MUSIC 


HE LIVING KING—A new Sunday-school Easter 
service, brighter, stronger, and more beautiful 
than any of our former ones, by Adam Geibel and 
R. Frank Lehman, 5 cents per copy (or with two 
former issues for 10 cents); $4.00 per 100, not prepaid, 
or fs. 25 per 100, prepaid 
Eleven be autiful Easter carols and choruses &re 
found in Uplifted Voices, a new kind of a Sunday- 
school hymn-book, together with hymns for Christmas, 
Children’s Day, and every day. A wondertul book, 
phenomenal sales, unusuz ate ndorsements. 30 cents per 
copy, prepaid (money refunded if book is returned in 
one week) ; $25.00 per 100. Write for special plan to 
procure these books without touching your treasury. 


1022 Arch Street, 
Geibel & Lehman  phitadeiphia, Pa.’ 


EASTER GREETING 
By Hartsough and Fillmore. 5 cents. 

‘This new concert exercise planned upon an idea of 
the first Easter greeting,—that of the risen Jesus to 
dary. He spoke her name, and he will also speak 
the names of each of his disciples as they awaken 
from their last sleep The music is strong and bright. 

A number of pleasing recitation exercises are given. 


THE BEAUTIFUL CITY 


By Jessie Brown Pounds and 
J.H. Fillmore. 5 cents. 

This exercise is in cantata form. ‘The characters 
are: PitGrim, Teacuer, Temprer, Six MurSSEN- 
Gers, andachorus. Full suggestions as to costumes, 
etc., are given. 

FILLMORE BROS. 119 W. Sixth St., Cincin- 
; No. 0 Bible House, New York. 


1902 -Easter Services-1902 


‘lwo new services by J Irvin H. 
Mack, C. Austin Miles, srighter and 
better than ever. Fine words. 
Quickly learned. 


He Liveth m 
The Angel of Easter | *=™»- 


Send 10 cents in stamps for the a two and one 
other popular service 


Hall-Mack Co., Pubs., {S3itth Ave. N.Y: 
THE LEADING 


NEW EASTER SERVICES 
GLORIOUS MORN, by Winslow. 
The Living King, Geibel and Lehman 
O Glorious Morn, pe hter and Stone 
Glad Bells, 
“Hem 


Lincoln Hall, 
and others. 
Pleasing music. 


F- a of the 


ents in 


Vict Key 
Price, 5 cents each: $4.00 per 100 
We keep everything in the Sunday-school line. and 
supply at the lowest prices. Prompt and careful at- 
tention given all orders. 
WARD & DRUMMOND COMP ARY 
7 West 19th Street New York City 


12 Easter Services 


The Risen King—The Everlasting Covenant— | 


Hidden Power — Easter Harmonies — Resurrection 
Tide — Emblems of Easter — Life from the Dead— 
Voices of the Resurrection—Redeemer Triumphant 
— Lovely Easter—When Christ Arose—Resurrection 
Glory. One copy of each will be mailed for 25 cents ; 
usual price, 5 cents each, or 52 cents per doz., mailed. 


JOHN J. HOOD, 1024 Arch St., Philadelphia 


4, 6, 8, 9, Il, 16, 17, 18, 


22, 23, 25, 27, 28, 32, 33, 37, 46, 47, 50, 51, 
53, 57, 60, 61, 67, 69, 82, 85. 


Try these numbers. Special Sunday- 
School songs, inserted in the 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL EDITION OF 
NEW SONGS OF THE GOSPEL 


Send 10 cents in stamps for sample. 
$8 oo per hundred. 


HALL-MACK CO., PUBLISHERS 
1020 Arch St., Phila. 156 Fifth Ave., New York 


CHURCH HYMNS 40 Sones” 


by Sankey, McGranahan, and Stebbins 


EAST: ath 


Out of the most complete set of Biblical pictures 
published we have chosen with great care a list 
of thirty-one subjects as being. particularly 
adapted for Eastertide. ‘hey represent the fin- 
est conceptions of the Great Masters, and are 
beautifully reproduced on cards 6X8 in. in size. 
The price is one cent each, postpaid. 
MOUNTED PICTURES 
On account of the great popularity of the 
mounted pictures at Christmas time, we desire 
to call your special attention to 


WILDE’S BIBLE PICTURES 


as an inexpensive yet beautiful remembrance 
for superintendents and teachers to give to their 
scholars. We are prepared to mount these pic- 
tures on a heavy gray mat, 7XqQ in. in size, ata 
cost, including the picture, of four cents each. 
In lots of twenty-five or more, three cents 
each. Postage on these Mounted Pictures is 
extra, at the rate of one-half cent each. In order 
to insure delivery of these Mounted Pictures be- 
fore Easter, kindly order as early as possible, 
Send us 31c. for the set, or $1.09 if you wish 
them mounted No orders for less than ten 
copies received. 


W. A. WILDE CO., Boston and Chicago 


Easter Services 


“Hail! Our Risen Lord! - 
“Jesus is King” 


5 cents each ; 5 cents per dozen; $4.25 ad 100, pre- 
paid ; $4.00 per ioo, not prepai 





in stamps, with your name and address, 
wi!l brin y complete sample packet, con- 
taining three Easter services, including 
one each of the above, also, among 
other things, our 80 page I aster Cata- 


Ten 

Cents logue of Easter Cards, Booklets, Book- 
marks, etc 

MacCalla & Co., Inc. 


FOR 


Easter, 1902 


Our splendid new exercise, ** Glorious 
Morn,’’ by Burton H. Winslow, wins the high- 
est approval of every superintendent and pas- 
tor. The music is harmonious and singable, 
and the recitations forceful and impressive 
| $4.00a 100. Finely printed on coated paper. 
Send 10 cents for three different Laster 
exercises 


W. A. Wilde Co. 


249 Dock Street, 
Philadelphia 
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From an artistic and musical standpoint the foliowing 


EASTER SERVICES 


are the most popular of the season 
The Resurrection 
Nature’s Hallelujah 
Life’s Morning 
We also publish a beautiful Anthem by Schultz, 


and a Solo by Lerman, for Easter Ask about them 
when you send for samples. 


oan igthingien St. j 
Chicago Talliay/fotedipf 


NELSON’S NEW PLAN 


of putting Bible Teachers’ ‘' Helps’’ in alphabetical 
order is the greatest advance in 
Teachers’ Bibles since they were 
originated. 


NELSON’S 
TEACHERS’ 
BIBLE 


Popular Series, contains The Con- 
cise Bible Dictionary, with Com- 
bined Concordance and Indexed 
Price from $1.15 upwards 


Send ten cents 
\ for samples. 


150 sth Ave 
ew York 











Bible Atlas 
“* Nelson's 1901 Teachers’ Bible leaps into the lead.” 
Ch tstsan Nation, 
For sale by all booksellers, or send for catalogue to 


Thos. Nelson & Sons, Pubs., 37-41 E. 18th St., New York 





« THE LEADER 


OVER 340,000 ALREADY SOLD 
$25.00 per 100. Sample, postage free, 20 cents | 


The Biglow & Main Co., New York and Chicago | 


| BIBLE EDUCATION| BY MAIL. Diploma and 
egree course, $1 per month. Catalogue free 
Prof. C. J. Burton, Christian University, Canton, Mo 
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Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


EVIEW the story of Stephen up to the 
moment when he was called on by the 
high- priest to answer the charges 

against him. Then continue the story as 
follows : 

1. Stephen’s Defense. Ask your pupils 
to write out, the week beforehand, the charges 
made against Stephen that he had been con- 
stantly speaking against Moses, the temple, the 
law, and the customs, which Moses delivered 
to them, and that Jesus of Nazareth would 
change their religion (Acts 6: 11-14). Lead 
your pupils, from their study of the teaching 
of the apostles, to show what measure of 
truth was in these charges. Ask them 
to write also the line of argument Stephen 
took in his defense. 
careful study, to see why he rehearsed at 
length, at such a crisis, the history on which 
he and his accusers were agreed. But 
closer examination will show that he was 
aiming to make at least three points, which, 
if accepted, would justify himself, put his 
foes in the wrong, and lead to favorable con- 
sideration of his claims for Jesus. The 
points are these: 

(1.) God’s revelation to men is progres- 
| sive. He made himself known by degrees 
to Abraham in Mesopotamia, in Haran, in 
Canaan; to Joseph in Egypt; to Moses in 
the wilderness. They obeyed what they 
knew, looking for more light. The Israel- 
ites resisted Moses when he showed them he 
was acting under the guidance of God. 
Stephen was showing that Judaism itself 
was not the end, but only a step toward the 
| fulfilment of God’s purposes for the world. 

(2.) God did not dwell exclusively in the 
temple. He had appeared to Abraham, to 
Joseph, and to Moses, when there was no 
temple, and he would go with his own peo- 
ple into the whole world. 

(3.) The Jews had always first rejected 
deliverers sent by God, and afterwards ac- 
cepted them. So they had treated Joseph 
(vs. 9-14) and Moses (vs. 35, 36), and so, 
Stephen was coming to say, they had treated 
Jesus, whom Moses foretold (v. 37). But 
apparently his hearers, at this point, began 
to see the purpose of his argument, and in- 
terrupted him with such disturbance that he 
had to close abruptly, hurling back on them 
the charges made against him (vs. 51-53). 
| 2. Stephen’s Judges. State their posi- 
tion fairly to your pupils. 
the religion of their fathers, and held its 
sacred offices. The temple, with its hal- 
lowed ritual; the ways in which holy men 
had for ages approached God in worship; 
the very organization which guarded the 
divine revelation of truth to men,—were 
about to pass away. Where were Peter and 
the other apostles at this hour? Were they 
ready to accept Stephen’s radical doctrines? 
These Jews stained their hands with mar- 
tyrs’ blood in the vain hope of saving the 
precious things which they failed to see had 
been doomed to die by the onward move- 
ment of the Holy Spirit. See what one of 
them said about it afterwards (Acts 26: 
9 11). 

3. Stephen’s Martyrdom and Burial. 
This first Christian martyr was not a native- 
born Jew, but his sweet spirit, loving minis- 
tries, and holy consecration, won for him the 
reverence of the whole church, His face, 
in dying, shone with reflected glory. His 
prayer was like his Master’s on the cross. 
Bruised, bleeding, crushed by the cruel 
stones of the infuriated mob, but with inward 
calm that his tormenters could not disturb, 
he sank down and ‘‘fell asleep.’’ The 
secret of his strength 1s told in Isaiah 26 ;: 3. 
Stephen’s face, shining in the storm of stones 
like the face of Moses coming down from the 
mount of God ; devout Jews, in their protest 
against the persecuting rage of their fellow- 
religionists, bearing the body of Stephen to 
its burial ; and the disciples of Christ fleeing 
from excited Jerusalem,—make a picture 
which you can vividly impress on the minds 
of your pupils. 





Suggestive Questions 
1. Stephen Defending Himself. 
the charges against him. 
charges true? (Comp. Acts 7: 1-53 with 
Heb. 9 and 10: 1-25). Give the outline of 
| the arguments in Stephen’s defense. How 
| did he show that God revealed himself pro- 


| ( Continued on page 98) 


State 
How far were the 





For the Intermediate _ | 


It is not easy, without | 


They respected | 





























































































"WI 
BLOOD HISTORY 


Born in bone marrow—dies 
in the liver. This is the be 
ginning and the end of the rich 
red blood that keeps us all 
alive. Blood history makes a 
fascinating story. 

Scott’s Emulsion often plays 
a most important part in blood 
history. At the very beginning 
—that is where its influence 
is greatest. 

Scott’s Emulsion is a blood 
food—a rich material for mak- 
ing new blood. Nothing better 


for bringing color to pale 
faces. 





We'll send you a iittle to try, if you like. 
SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl street, New York. 











THE SECRET OF SUCCESS lies in the 


ability to see and grasp the opportunity that 
comes at least once to eve ry young man however 
limited his means and leisure. Thanks to the 
liberality of its Founders and of several Promi- 
nent Manufacturers, the Trustees are able each 
year to offer toa few deser ving, ambitious young 
men this rare opportunity in the form of 


FREE SCHOLARSHIPS 


IN. 

ate Textile 

tt ENGINEERING = 
Sothouary Lecomotive 

Heating, Ventilation and Plumbing. 

(Each course tncluding Mechanical Drawing.) 

The Scholarships for 1902 are now available, 
and applications will be considered in the order 
received. For further information and hand- 
book describing courses, methods and regular 
terms, address Registrar. 

American School of Correspondence, Boston, Mass. 

(Chartered by the Commonwealth of Mass.) 
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The 


Oxford 


Teacher’s 
Bible 


is the Bible par excellence of the world. 
Of all booksellers. 


Oxford University Press (American Branch) 
91 and 93 Fifth Avenue, New York. 














AGENTS WANTED to eel! “ Schley and 


Santiago,’’ by Geo E. Graham. 

Autograph introduction and personal account of the 
battle by Rear-Admiral Schley. The True Story 
of Santiago told exactly as it occurred for the First 
Time by the only eye-witnesses of the fight. No 
subject before the public interests everybody as this 
story of Admiral Schley. ‘The American people 
demand full recognition of the Hero of Santiago. 
Book arenes | like wildfire. Price, $1.50 to $2 75, ac- 
cording to binding. Liberal commissions. Outfit 
and books ready. Send seven two-cent comes for 
WB CON outfit. Act quick. Big money for 
ON KEY Batt Sole Publishers, Cc ICAGO 











Every (eauine Hartshorn shade 
roller has the autograph sigia- 
ture of Stewsrt Hartshorn on 


Ask your dealer for the 
IMPROVED HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLER. 

No tacks required to attach shade, 
Wooo Rottens. Tin Ro.iene. 
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please 
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The Sinday School Gines 


Philadelphia, February 15, 1902 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.”” 


Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include postage : 
Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 75 
cents each per year. : 
One copy, or any number of copies 
8 1 00 less than five, will be sent to sepa- 
rate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 75 
cent rate. 2 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time cone for, unless by special request. 

Enon, copes of any one issue of the paper to enable 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, will b¢ sent 
free, upon application : 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CoO., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. BOX 1550. 














We Offer, Subject to 
Prior Sale, 


Choice Oklahoma 
First Mortgages 


on improved farms, worth from 2% to 

5 times the amount loaned thereon 
Netting the investor 
6 per cent interest 


Each of the securities has been per- 
sonally examined by one of our 
salaried examiners. 


Write for our latest offering. 


Winne G&G Winne 
Winne Building, Wichita, Kan. 


Mention this paper. 




















= to 6 9% interest, without default 


of pane or interest, is the record of our 23 
years of placing choice first-mortgage real-estate 
oans. Through the long and severe financial de- 
essions our first-mortgage loans, carefully selected, 





ave stood secure without loss to a single customer. | 
Write to us for our list of loans in the blackwaxy belt | 


@f ‘Vexas and in Oklahoma, and for the causes and 


proofs of our success in the trying period between | 


0878-1901. LOANS GUARANTEED. 
THB BUNNELL & ENO INVESTMENT CO. 
Bullitt Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 





THE ALTON’S ENGINEER. 

Ir YOU WILL SEND THE ADDRESS 
OF A PERSON WHO, WITHIN A YEAR, 
WILL HAVE USB FOR THE CHICAGO 
& ALTON RAILWay 





CHICAGO 
ALTON 


OP 


{TPRRITORY COVERED OUTLINED IN 
ABOVE MAP), WH WILL MAIL TO YOU 
A PICTURE, 44 X32 INCHES, OF THE 
ALTON'S ENGINE®R. IF, IN ADDI- 
TION, YOU WILL TELL US IN WHAT 
PUBLICATION YOU READ THIS AD~ 
VERTISEMENT, WE WILL SEND TO 
YOU A PAMPHLET ABOUT THE BIG- 
GEST CAMERA IN THE WORLD. 
Gro. J. CHARLTON, 
Genreeat Pass=encer Acenr, Cutcaco & 


Awfrorw Raitwayr, 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Business men find that 
the profuse quick lather 
of Ivory Soap readily 
removes the dust and 
grime of the office. Ivory 


Soap is so pure that it can 
be used as often as nec- 
essary, without causing 
chapping or roughness. 


IT FLOATS. 











sorereres 





OWHERE else on 

earth can the seeker 

after health and happiness 
find such rich reward. 


CALIFORNIA 


is a winter paradise. 


Best reached via 


“SUNSET 
LIMITED” 


(Palatial hotel on 
wheels). Leave New 
York Tuesdays, Thurs- 
days, Saturdays. 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC CO. 


R. J. Smith, Agent, 109 South 
Third Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Gatcs’ Tours 


NINTH SEASON 











First tour leaves Chicago February 6, 1902. 








FOUR-TRACK NEWS 


Second tour leaves Chicago February 19, 1902. 
| Third tour leaves Chicago February 26, 1902. 


Via THE SANTA FE 


Special train equipped with compartment cars, 
| drawing-room Pullmans, dining an 
observation cars. In service for entire railroad 
portion of each tour. All expenses included. 


Mexico.—Egypt of the New World, land of the 
| Toltecs and Aztecs; scenes of tropical beauty, 
rugged grandeur, and historic interest; a 


| civilization wholly unlike our own. 


Grand Canyon of Arizona.—World’s Greatest 
scenic wonder ; railroad now completed to 
rim ; pleasant winter trip. 


| California.—Special arrangements for visiting the 


noted California resorts. 


Send for itinerary describing this ideal winter trip. 


G. C. DILLARD, G. E. P. Agt.; The Atchison 
Topeka, & Santa Fe Railway Co., 377 
Broadway, New York. 


Or CHARLES H. GATES, Toledo, Ohio. 





Mailed anywhere for § cents; yearly subscription, 50 cents. 
George H. Daniels, G. P. A., Grand Central Station, New York. 


B. & B. 


prettier 
lace curtains 


and less to pay, is what wins this great Lace 
Curtain business. 
Sell thousands and thousands of pairs. 
Readiness for this Spring, 1902, excels 
anything ever done in the Lace Curtain line. 
More of a variety, 50c. to $125.00 a pair 
—best from best American mills, and finest 
imported, 
More real new prettiness in designs. 


More convincing style-and-price reasons | 


why you’ll gain by sending here. 

Uncommonly elegant styles, $1.50 and 
$2.50 a pair. 

Our new Lace Curtain Picture Book shows 
such styles and prices as it will profit you 
handsomely to write for and consult. 

The nice out-of-ordinary Curtains you'll 
get will be a source of immense satisfaction. 

And the money you save, a great and good 
item for your pocketbook, 

Write for it to-day. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. S. T. 












Again 
and again, 
for many years, 
under all conditions, 
by countless users, the 


Remington 
Typewriter 


has been tried and 
tested, and its 
Superior merits 
proved, 


_ 


Wyckoff, Seamans 
and Benedict 


New York 
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gressively to Abraham? Did God 
himself more fully through Christ 
through Abraham and Moses? 
progressively revealing himself ? 

2. Stephen’s Judicial Murderers. What, 
in Stephen’s address, made the chief priests 
angry? (vs. 47-50.) Why did he charge 
| them with resisting the Holy Spirit? De 
| scribe Stephen’s character and his behavior 
in this trial (Acts 6:5, 10, 15; 7:55, 56, 
59, 60). Describe the character and be- 
havior of his murderers (6 : 11-13; 7: 51- 
54, 57, 58). How did devout Jews regard 
Stephen ? (8 : 2.) 

3. Providence Overruling Evil. What 
effect had Stephen’s martyrdom on the ene- 
mies of Christ? (8: 1.) What effect on the 
disciples ? Why were they needed in Jeru- 
salem? Why was it important that they 
should be scattered abroad? Would they 
have gone away from Jerusalem if persecu- 
tion had not broken out? 

BosTon, 


reveal 
than 
Is he still 


% 
No true martyr will cherish malice. 


Sd 
The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


The Trial and Mobbing 
of Stephen 


I, THE GENERAL PREPARATION (Acts 7:1 
to 8 : 3). 
[For each member of the Bible Class.] 

Stephen, the deacon and evangelist, was 
not only full of consecrated energy, but a 
man of rare ability and acuteness, whose 
mind, unfettered by prejudice, drew logical 
but novel, and even startling, conclusions 
regarding the religious future. It is not un- 
| likely that he had perceived and declared 
that Jesus had proclaimed a new law of uni- 
versal application, which replaced and sup- 
planted the old Mosaic law, which was for 
Jews alone. He said enough at least to lay 
himself open to misconception and to suc- 
cessful attack on the part of his zealous op- 
| ponents, who suborned witnesses,—that is, 
made sure that they gave consistent versions 
| of his heretical utterances,—and secured his 
| arrest and trial. 
| Brought before the sanhedrin under this 

serious and capital charge, and asked the 

customary question, he makes a notable ad- 
| dress in defense. Bacon has described it as 

a presentation of the ‘‘ Christian interpreta- 
| tion of the three scriptural prerogatives of 
the people of God; namely, the covenant of 
circumcision, the Mosaic revelation of the 
divine will, and the indwelling presence of 
God among men, in their historical order.’’ 

Sabatier queries whether Paul has done 
more ‘‘in the ninth and tenth chapters of his 
Epistle to the Romans than formulate dog- 
matically that decree of reprobation which 
we find in Stephen’s speech set forth under 
the garb of history.’’ His theme was really 
**the tragic antithesis between the unfailing 
mercy of God and the stubborn, carnal ob- 
stinacy of the people,’’—‘‘ a complement and 
development of the parable of the vineyard.’’ 
It is probably fanciful to ascribe this resem- 
blance to conscious imitation, yet Paul was 
not unlikely to have been in the synagogue 
of the Cilicians, where Stephen disputed, 
and perhaps was one of those who tried con- 
clusions with him. 

Stephen was a Jew, but one of prophetic 
spirit. He did not, probably, speak disre- 
spectfully of either temple or law, but may 
have said that they would not save a stub- 
born people from God’s just wrath. He be- 
gins by showing how God had sought to pro- 
gressively reveal himself to Israel, choosing 
Abraham, guiding him to Palestine, giving 
him the covenant of circumcision, sending his 
posterity to Egypt, delivering them through 
Moses, but how his purposes were frustrated 
or hampered by their obstinacy, manifested 
on all occasions, The sacred institutions on 
which they set so much store, above all the 
temple, were given relatively late, merely as 
a means of making good the promise to 
Abraham, which was universal in its scope. 
The one thing which God desired was what 
they failed to yield. He asked for obedience 
and service ; they ignored his goodness and 








rebelled against his representatives. His 
own hearers were no better than their 
fathers. They were resisting God’s gracious 


| will in the same old way. 


| 
| 
| 
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Such an address could have but one con- | 


clusion, It transformed Stephen’s audience 
into a senseless mob, which hastened to put 
him to death. Like his Master, he thought, 
not of himself, but of them, and begged that 
they be forgiven for the deed. His career 
was brief, but it must have shaped the life of 
more than one eyewitness who saw his noble 
and generous nature and his conquering 
faith. 

Il, REFERENCE LITERATURE, 

Whyte, ‘‘ Bible Characters,—Stephen to 
‘Tin.othy,’? has an excellent character sketch 
of Stephen. The effect of his trial upon 
Paul is well put by Abbott, ** Life and Let- 
ters of Paul ’’ (32-34), or by Iverach, ** St. 
Paul: His Life and Times ’’ (6-8). Maurice, 
‘Acts of the Apostles’’ (85-95), Stokes, 
‘* Expositor’s Commentary on Acts ”’ (1, 293- 
321), and Lindsay’s ‘‘ Acts,’’ as well as the 
other commentators, furnish illuminating and 
helpful comments on the address. On the 
episode at large see Purves, ‘* Apostolic 
Age’’ (83 54-60), or Bartlet’s ‘* Apostolic 
Age’’ (30-33). Stifler, ‘* Introduction,’’ 
aims to show the significance of each detail 
of Luke’s story, but perhaps overdoes it. 
Sabatier, ‘‘ The Apostle Paul’’ (41-46), has 
a good analysis of the address. 

IIT, QUESTIONS FOR STUDY AND Discussion, 

1. The Personality of Stephen. (1.) “In 
the stoning of Stephen there was lost to the 
pentecostal church another Apostle Paul ’’ 
(Whyte). Is this remark extravagant? (2.) 
How would Stephen compare with Peter or 
James or John? (3.) For what does he seem 
to be most remarkable ? 

2. His General Purpose. (4.) Did he 
seek in this address to show the unfaithful- 
ness of his hearers, or the progressiveness of 
the self-revelation of God? [Riddle : § 1.] 

3. Lsrael’s Institutions. (5.) Which was 
prior, the broad promise, or the institution 
which developed it? (6.) What three insti- 
tutions of Israel did Stephen have in mind ? 

4. ILsrael’s Attitude toward God. (7 ) 
What was, according to historical facts, 
Israel’s characteristic attitude ? [Dunning : 
1 (3).] (8.) What examples of this does 
Stephen cite ? 

5. His Murder. (9.) Was it horror at 
Stephen’s irreverence that carried the multi- 
tude away? [Warren: § 1. Dunning: 3.] 
(10.) What is the evidence that they pro- 
ceeded with some method? [Riddle: v. 58.] 


IV. Some LEADING THOUGHTS. 
{For general discussion under the direction of the 
leader. | 
The last test of true character is the ability 
to receive a cutting reproof, even a well- 
deserved one, without anger or malice. 
Such forgiveness as Stephen showed was 
conclusive proof of anew order of thought 
im the world. 


YALE UNIVERSITY. 
“~ 


The best dreams come in the darkest hours. 





The Living Lord and the Opened Grave. By 
Thomas A. Gurney, M.A., LL.B., Rector 
of Swanage. With a Preface by the Rev. 
Handley G. G. Moule, D.D., Norrisian 
Professor of Divinity, Cambridge. London: 
Hodder & Stoughton. 

**Jesus and the Resurrection’’ was the 
theme of apostolic preaching. Later days 
have shifted the perspective to the cross as 
the central point. ‘I was five years in the 
ministry,’? says an American preacher, ‘* be 
fore I realized that my Saviour is 
Mr. Gurney devotes his volume to apostolic 
preaching of the living Lord. As is indi- 
cated by Bishop Moule’s preface, he belongs 
to the Evangelical school in the Church of 
England. But it is a broadened and deep- 
ened type of Evangelicalism he preaches, 
such as would have puzzled Thomas Scott or 
Charles Simeon, and would have brought 
down the Record on his head in the days 


THE SUNDAY 


revival of 1859. The book is strong and 
wholesome, and at times rises to a true 
eloquence. Readers of The Sunday School 
Times have had an opportunity of seeing 


some of Mr. Gurney’s best work in_ its 
columns. 

% 
The Day’s Work Series. Boston: L. C. Page | 


& Co. 35 cents each. 

The purpose in this series is to include 
stories, popular treatises on self-culture, 
ethics, religion, and reform in handy little 
volumes of less than a hundred pages, as a 


rule, from well-known and even celebrated | 


authors. The past is drawn from, and chap- 
ters from present-day books, as well as 
speeches, furnish material for these booklets, 
which should, at so low a price, help to cir- 
culate high-class literature into any home 
where there is a desire for better ideals. 
Twenty-three volumes have been issued, and 
among the representative ones may be men- 
tioned President Thwing’s God in His World, 
Edward Bok’s The Young Man in Business, 
Booker Washington’s Sowing and Reaping, 
Emerson’s Self-Reliance, Lyman Abbott’s 
Why Go to Church? and Amos R. Wells’s 
Done Every Day. 


Studies in Eschatology ; Or, Existence After 
Death. By the Rev. Ulysses 5. 
New York: The Abbey Press. 


50 cents. 


Within the limits of eighty-six duodecimo | 
pages Mr. Bartz has stated the main points | 


of Scripture teaching respecting ‘* the last 
things.’’ The first chapter is entitled ‘*A 
Study of Death,’’ and from this the author 
passes on to consider the doctrine of the 


| future life, giving a very clear and concise 


statement of the views respecting the second | 


coming and the millennium. The _post- 
millennial view is deemed best supported, 
The style is simple and forcible, the exegesis 
upon which the opinions are based is schol- 


| arly, there are no extravagances of view, 


and no superfluous rhetoric. Among Chris- 
tian people there is need of instruction on 
the points here stated, and this little book 
well serves this purpose. 


“ 


Compiled and Edited by 
Boston: James H. Earle 


Ruskin Year-Book. 
Ann Bachelor. 

& Co. 75 cents. 

What was done for Carlyle admirers a 

year or so ago has now been accomplished 

for the vast army of lovers of Ruskin by the 

same compiler. A thought for each day is 


| given in compact form, with a reference to 


| work has been discriminatingly done. 


alive.’’ | 


when it was the theological dictator of the | 


school. He has been to school to the Mys- 
tics and the new expositors, and is not afraid 
of expressions which suggest what cannot be 
put into definite speech. Thus his treatment 
of the resurrection as a source of spiritual 
power in the life of the church and of the 
Christian far outruns the traditional limits of 


Evangelical teaching, but marks the change | 


in the point of view which began with the 





the particular volume drawn on, and the 
Sun- 
day-school workers should find much to en- 
rich their teaching, and much to suggest 
high ideals for their pupils, in this master- 
thinker’s words. 


Teeth And Food 
A Help in Time of Need 


Sometimes bad teeth cause illness, particu- 
larly when they are not fit to masticate food. 
A man in Ada, O., had all his teeth drawn. 
He was sick with indigestion and lack of vital- 
ity, and his teeth were in a bad condition. He 
expected, with a new complete set of teeth, to 
regain his health by thoroughly chewing his 
food, but he had an experience that is well 
worth knowing of. 

‘‘Instead of improving I continued to lose 
strength," he says, ‘‘ until | was a mere moving 
skeleton. I tried a number of prepared foods, 
but none of them helped me until I got Grape- 
Nuts. 
I soaked the food in cream and got along with 
it nicely. 


The flavor pleased my palate at once. 


was not so tired and jaded 
stronger, so I left off all other foods and took 
only Grape-N uts. 

**My old-time vigor came back, and in two 
months I gained 17 pounds. 
able, for I am of spare build. 


This was remark- 
Now I sleep and 
feel wonderfully well 

‘* Inasmuch as I am doing so nicely without 
teeth, I have concluded to wait until my gums 
have finished shrinking before having a set 
made I don't believe I could have gone 
through the drain on my system had it not been 
for Grape-Nuts. There is no doubt about the 
life-giving and nerve-building force of that food. 
I talk Grape-N uts to all of my friends."’ Name 


given by Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 


Bartz. | 


Within a few days I noticed thatI | 


Gradually I grew | § 
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The finest polisher—shine is brighter, lasts longer. 
red—does not stain the hands—most durable and 
ALSO IN P4STE FORM—“SUN PASTE STOVE POLISH.” 
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year’s or six months’ tuition with or 
without board at the New England 
Conservatory, Boston, at the expense ot 


THE LADIES’ HOME JOURNAL 


For particulars address 
The Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia 


Girls 

Who 
ove 

Music 


Can secure a 


























ORGANS 


are the great favorites to- 
day. Unapproached 
Sweetness and Purit 
of Tone. New styles of 


PIANO CASE 
ORGANS 


which give the most enthu- 
Biastic satisfaction. 

All our organs have all the 
latest and most modern im- 
provements. The cases are 





~ models of neatners and 
beauty and are made of fine- 


The Latest Style. 
Walnut, Mahogany or Ebony finish. 


PRICES ALWAYS THE LOWEST. 


We make the terms of payment #0 easy that any- 
body can buy one. Ask your dealer for the Lyon & 
Beaty Organs. If he does not kee them write direct 





us. Beautiful Catalogue 


leo bargaine 
in good second 
hand Organe. 

Asealed guar- 
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= x The freight 
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matter. 
ship 
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Remember 
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Our Piano Case Organ 


‘LYON & HEALY, citiatear iy 







TRY THEM FOR 
ee" Coughs, Colds, 
Tue Asthma, Bronchitis, 
yy Hoarseness, 
and Sore Throat. 
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When answering advertisements, 
| mention The Sunday School Times. 


for | 


LIEBIG...... 


| LYON & HEALY Instead of using tea or 


} antee with every | 


please | 


alcoholic drinks as astim- 
ulant when fatigued, 
chilled or depressed, take 
@ quarter teaspoonful of 





EXTRACT or Beer, put in a cup or 
glass, fill up with hot water and sip 
it. It gives real strength without 


ly finished solid Oak, Klack exciting the nerves. Better than tea, 


coffee or any kind of liquor. 


on an Organ | & 


service includes fast Trains, Dining Cars 
Cafe’, Observation and Parlor Cars, su- 
perb in appointment. 

Through Pullmans from Cincinnati and 
Louisville in connection with Southern 
Railway to Chattanooga, Asheville, New 
Orleans, Florida and all points south. 

Write for illustrated printed matter. 
W. J. MURPHY, W. C. RINEARGON, 

GEN'L MANAGER, GEN’. PAGS'GR “GT., 

CINCINNAT!. 
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This fean M. D. is Doctor Brown, 
Who fares but ill in Spotless Town. 
The town is so extremely clean 

It is no wonder he is lean. 

He's lost all patients now, you know, 
Because they use SAPOLIO. 


Health and dirt cannot exist to- 
gether. If a housewife wants the 
Doctor in frequent attendance, and 
big bills coming in constantly, all she 
has to do is to let the dirt get ahead of 
her. If, on the contrary, she wants 
health, and a pleasant home with no 
dread of Doctors, let her buy 


SAPOLIO 


and easily keep every thing clean. 


Real Estate Wanted 
and for sale. If you want to sell or buy (no matter 
where located) send description and cash price and get 
(FREE) my successful plan. W. M. OSTRAN- 
DER, North American Bidg., Philadelphia, Pa. 


AMERICAN 


Fire Insurance Company, 
Hos. 308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 




















5% 


% on N.D. first montane 


} e farm loans. Progressive | 
community. Refs ). 


Srickson, Langdon, N 
Corns that ache quickly removed 
by A-CORN SALVE. 15 cents. 
From druggists, or by mail. ‘Trial 
box free. 

Giant Chemical Co., Philadelphia. 


the same olf way 


/ 







ri . Pleasant work. Big 
la FREE Ifyou write today 


. Catalog Oe Keg For: 
Natural Hen Incubator Uo., B 201 Columbus, \eb-. 





A Steady Worker 
Coffee Works Slow But Sure 


Many people use coffee day after day without 
an idea of the serious work it does with nerves, 
stomach, bowels, and sometimes with the eyes, 
heart, and kidneys. Its work is done gradually, 
that is, the poison affects the nerve centers a 


little to-day and a little to-morrow, and so on, 


and finally the nerve cells are slowly broken | 


down, and then Nature begins the call for help. 

It is a safe proposition that if a man or wo- 
man has headaches,.stomach trouble, or any 
such ailments come on at intervals, something 
is wrong with the food or drink, and this ques- 
tion should be investigated carefully, for health 
is the best capital any one can possess, and will- 
fully breaking it down is a piece of childish 
folly. 

It is easy to leave off coffee if one will take 
Postum Food Coffee, properly made, for Pos- 
tum has a delicious coffee flavor and a deep 
seal-brown color which changes to a golden 
brown when cream is added, and it satisfies the 
coffee-drinker without any of the bad effects of 
coffee ; on the contrary, the result of using Pos- 
tum is the rebuilding of the broken-down nerve 
centers by the food elements contained in it. 

Postum is a pure food beverage made by 
scientific food-makers, and can be depended 
upon absolutely for its purity and the good re- 
sults that follow its use. 

To bring out the flavor and food value, Pos- 
tun. must be boiled at least 15 minutes after the 
boiling begins. 


if the people of the United States could in some way be made to realize that the 
greatest offer that has ever been made in real estate, or probably ever will be 
made, is embodied in our proposition to sell a lot in New York City, with all city 
improvements, for $480—because if the situation were actually understood by 
every person in the country there would not be one single foot of property left 
twenty-four hours after this knowledge was brought to their attention. 

We are selling lots for less than $500 which are intrinsically worth many 
thousands of dollars, if you will take into consideration the three elements which | 
have gone to make up values in New York City outside of fashionable dis- 
tricts: Distance from the center, transportation facilities, rate of fare. | 

The difference is, the high-priced lot had transportation to it several years 
ago, and now is surrounded with houses costing from $10,000 to $40,000 apiece, 
while our land, which has only now just secured this improvement and transpor- 
tation, must wait till the people realize that these have been secured, and until the 
solidly built portions (now so comparatively close to us) have reached and en- 
veloped us, and actually brought the values where they rightfully belong. 

Illustrations : Lot on corner 146th Street and Third Avenue, New York City, worth 
in 1881 $1,500, sold in spring of 1901 for $70,000 to Henry Lewis Morris. His grandfather 

sold it for $155 in 1853. 


Lot on 80th Street, opposite Central Park, sold in 1850 for $500, in rgo1 brought a price 
that shewed an increase of $500 every 60 days from 1850 to 1901. 
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Corner of Utica Avenue and Linden Boulevard, Rugby. 
Every improvement you see has been made within six months. 


This increase will be maintained as surely as New York is destined to grow, 
and as surely as equal transportation makes equal value, so surely will this lot be 
worth relatively as much as the lot in upper Manhattan. 

We can prove it if you come to New York. 
will send us your name and address. 
ing of you except a letter or postal. 
we would far rather say, send us your name and we will send you tickets to New 
York, 
matter before you, we will in some way prove that our proposition is a sound 





We will try to prove it if you 
We ask noth- 
If we were sure you were in good earnest 


Is it not worth your while ? 


This, you know, is obviously impossible ; but if you will let us put the 
one, if we have to bring you to New York to do it. | 

What we want is to have you know that we are honest, and that every state- 
ment we make is incontrovertible truth. Then we are absolutely certain that we 
can do business together. 

We se!l a $480 lot for $10 down and $6 per month. 
surance, a guaranteed increase of 2096 in one year, a free round-trip to New York 
(east of Chicago, or a like distance), all improvements, your money back, with 


This carries a life in- 


6% interest, if not found as represented. What more can we do? Now, will you 


send us your name ? 


| it rivals the choicest 


| perfection, 25c. each; 3 for 60c.; 6 


| table seeds, bulbs 






FFBRUARY 15, 1902 


If my name isn’t 


We Would Give $50,000 fs | on yourtamp chim. 


ineys you have 


| trouble with them. 


MACBETH. 


If you'll send your address, I'll send you 
the Index to Lamps and their Chimneys, to 
tell you what number to get for your lamp. 

MACBETH, Pittsburgh. 
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Giant Flowering Caladium 
Grandest foliage and flowering plant yet introduced. 
Leaves 3 to 5 feet long by 2 or 2% feet broad ; perfectly 
immense, and make a plant which, for tropical luxuri- 
ance, has no equal. Added to this wonderful foliage 
effect are the mammoth lily-like blossoms, 12 to 15 
inches long, snow-white, with a rich and exquisite fra- 


grance. ants bloom perpetually all summer in the 
arden, or all the year round in pots. ot only is it 


| the grandest garden or lawn plant, but as a pot plant 


for large windows, verandas, halls, or conservatories, 
alms in foliage, to say nothing 


of its magnificent flowers. Thrives in any soil or 


| situation, and grows and blooms all the year, and will 


astonish every one with its magnificence—so novel, 


| effective, free growing, and fragrant. 


Fine plants, which will soon bloom and reach full 
) for $1.00, by 
aranteed to arrive in good condition. 
CATALOGUE of flower and vege- 
plants, and rare new fruits; pro- 
fusely illustrated ; large colored plates ; 136 pages; free 
to any who expect to order. Many great novelties. 


JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, Floral Park, New York 


mail, 


stpaid, gu 
OUR GREAT 


GY _# 


y= 


Ny 
we | 





DEPT. “J 4,” 
257 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


WOOD, HARMON & (0., 











| 
| 











.35 FOR BUGGY NO. 553, 


mnTER, | WITH STEEL TIRES, $5 Ba with BEST RUBBER TIRES 
W heels and gear woods all second growth Ory; ps and forgings Norway iron. 

DESCRIPTION. Long distance axles with mad aud dust proof Bell-collar. Runs a 1000 miles with- 
out reolling. Choice of Bailey body loops, Columbia steel spring bar or wood bar, Quick shift shaft couplers, spring 
cushion and bs k. Top made of best material, either 3 or 4 bows. Trimming all wool broadcloth or whipcord (leather 


$3 8:20 FORBUGGY NO. AGOT, 























cushion and back, extra, 61.25.) Nickel dash rail. seat handles and prop nuts. Full length carpet, kick pada, storm 
=e Lat apron and boot, hickory shafts (poleextra). Piano body 18 to 24 in. wide, 56in. long (or Corning body.) 
; ey > THEY ARE t bargains, No. 420 retails for $20.00 more than our price. No. 435, €25.00 more. This 
one di: ra Za . Es big saving and if we can an ee Sane willsave you this sues we believe 

mit, ae you will place your orde: is in, simple as buyer should be the ju 
RAY with us. vas we correet UR PLAN and ente for ee YOU as to whether you pa 4 
ae | all you pay for, We know that you want all your money will buyand you want it to buy the best you 

ean get for the amount you have to invest. Is this not a fact? To do this you must buy direct, not o nts. 

we HAVE HO AGENTS butsell direct to you. Thats why wesave you money. esell to = ascheap as any dealer 
can buy in car load lots. WE ILL prove to you that what we have said we can and will 
do without costto you. THE WAY we will prove it, is by shipping you either of above buggies or any buggy in our catalog without 
your sen ‘ing any money with order, When it arrives,look it over and if you find it all we claim tor itand satisfactory to you inevery way, 
and by fara better buggy than you could buy any other place at an ywhere mear our price, send usthe money. If you have any reason to 


be displeased, we will have the bu returned at our . Is this not conclusive evidence that we can do all we claim? 
SEND FO OUR FREE VEHICLE CATALOG. It shows over 50 styles of buggies, also Road W agons,Surreys, 
5 a and Vehicles of all kinds, Ail the latest styles for 1902; also harness. Write for the catal 


MARVIN SM 


ITH CO., 66 N.JEFFERSO 


URPE E’S BURPEE’S SEEDS direct by 


mail you get your money’s worth in the Best Seeds that Grow—and you 
have your choice of Rare Novelties for 1902, which cannot be had else- 
where. Write to-day (a postal card will do) for our complete Catalogue— 
FREE to all who intend to purchase seeds. W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO., Philadelphia, 


also h. now. 
ST., CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 








Largest Mail-Order Seed House 
in the World. je" In buying 














on The Sunday School Times. 


When answering advertisements, please menti 


Their Own Roots 
Successful rose growing is ible 
with D. & C. Roses because each plant is 
thoroughly rooted before shipment. 


D.&C. Roses 


will ensure a profusion of fine flowers all sum- 
mer. 33d annual edition of New Gulde to Rose 
Culturs—the leading Rose Catalogue of Amer- 
ica, describing the famous D. & (. Roses, and 
all other plants worth growing, is now 
Teady and sent FREE on request. 
The DINGEE & CONARD CO, 
dans Seles 


The Farmer 
| The Gardener 


and 
The Housewife 


They cost a little more. They 
are worth a great deal more 
than the ordinary kind. Sold 
everywhere. 1902 annual free, 
D. M. FERRY & CO. 
Detroit, Mich. 











